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“Into College Windows” 
By ALVIN N. ROGNESS 


I OVERHEAR the teacher, and frag- 
ments of his speech reach me: “You are 
more than another species of animal 
life; you are children of God.” Whether 
he was teaching biology, or history, or 
literature, what does it matter? 

Karl Marx said that man was an 
animal—an eating animal. To under- 
stand his behavior you must under- 
stand economics. To make him happy 
you must give him a full dinner pail. 

Charles Darwin said that man was an 
animal—a struggling animal. Survival 
and dominion are his chief objectives. 
Let man get power, and he will be 
happy. He will not be content just to 
eat; he must also dominate. His lust 
for power is more primeval than his 
appetite for food, Let him be boss, and 
he will be content. 

Sigmund Freud said, that man was an 
animal—a breeding animal. His sex 
hungers are prior to any other lust. 
Give man full and uncurbed expression 
in sex, and he will be happy. Deflect or 
sublimate that passion, and man be- 
comes unmanageable. Give his biology 
free rein, and his problems are solved. 

Aristotle, long ago, said that man was 
an animal—a reasoning animal. Give 
him knowledge, and he will behave: 
Educate all men in the good life, and 
they will live the good life. A man mis- 
behaves because he does not know bet- 
ter. His will is the servant of his mind. 

But this Christian teacher says that 
man is a ‘child of God. 

The unique function of our schools 
lies here. They do not overlook the 
stark facts of man as an economic, po- 
litical, biological, and rational creature. 
The finest findings of science in all 
these fields are available to the student. 
But the key to understanding man and 
his history, and the hope of his progress 
upon the earth, lie first in the revela- 
tion that he is a child of God. 
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Abundant Crops in Storage 


Tue LUTHERAN’S artist and editor have provided the contents of this 
page with the thought that this issue’s page three will contribute a theme 
to the Church’s Thanksgiving praise and prayer. The picture above these 
paragraphs is a familiar one to the millions en route by train, bus and car 
to family gatherings. The buildings in themselves indicate the permanent 
equipment which enables the farmers to conduct the operations of their 
industry to the greatest advantage. 

This year’s well-filled bins and granaries testify to the labor given to 
sowing, cultivating, harvesting, storing and marketing of enormous crops. 
The exact number of acres sown and the value in money of grain, forage 
and meats are not yet reported. But what should be among the thankful 
thoughts of all the people of the United States and the Dominion of Canada 
is the sufficiency of the totals in terms of adequacy to support those who 
have toiled together with their fellow nationals and the millions of hungry 
war victims in liberated nations. 

It will be remembered that doubts were entertained as to the capacity 
of our farms to supply the equal this year of the banner crops last year. But 
lo! the greater needs of the world have been met by 1944’s larger “returns.” 
No fears of famine harass us: on the contrary, the joy of distributing to 
others is ours. 

“God gives the increase,’ Paul wrote to the Christians of Corinth. Such 
can well be a literal as well as symbolical conviction of all of us in this year’s 
Thanksgiving. 
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Campaign for the Bible 

How many families will start the 
practice of home Bible reading in the 
weeks from Thanksgiving to Christmas, 
now being urged by the American Bible 
Society? 

A well-organized, 
well - publicized 
campaign has been 
conducted to per- 
suade the non-read- 
ers to make a be- 
ginning now. Presi- 
dent Roosevelt has 
backed the cam- 
paign in his Thanksgiving Day procla- 
mation, saying, “Let every man of every 
creed go to his own version of the 
Scriptures for a renewed and strength- 
ening contact... . with eternal truths.” 


Here we go again 

The New York Daily News doesn’t 
like the latest statement of the Federal 
Council of Churches on peacetime con- 
scription. Defer action on this question 
until after the war, recommends the 
Council. “For the United States to 
change now its historic policy might be 
so interpreted as to prejudice the post- 
war settlement and jeopardize the pos- 
sibility of achieving the kind of world 
order reflected in our government’s war 
aims,” the Council statement reads. 

This “looks to us like about as un- 
timely a pronouncement as anybody 
could have thought up now,” says the 
News. Under the title, “Oh, Oh—Here 
we go again,” the News says that the 
recommendation to defer action on the 
draft “is the first whisper of the pacifist 
drive for disarmament... . 

“These delaying tactics are shrewd, 
too, because these pacifist leaders are 
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smart enough to know that after the 
war a lot of us will quickly forget what 
we now bitterly know of the need of a 
great nation to be eternally prepared 
for war as the best means of avoiding 
war,” 


They met in Missouri 

Last week the seniors from the two 
theological seminaries of the American 
Lutheran Church, Capital and Wart- 
burg, were guests at the Missouri Synod 
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. 

The faculties of the two seminaries 
were also on the guest list. Said the 
Seminarian, Concordia student publica- 
tion, “The Missouri Synod’s approach 
to union with the American Lutheran 
Church has been slow and ‘cautious. 
‘Missourians’ have been censured for 
this, yet we feel that this has made for 
a much surer foundation on which to 
build a possible future union. 

“This opportunity to meet with other 
Lutheran seminary students should be 
instrumental in promoting an increas- 
ingly better understanding between 
these two large Lutheran communions.” 


Vive la France 

The Protestants of France are hope- 
ful. Dr. Mare Boegner, president of the 
French Protestant Church Federation, 
in an interview with Religious News 
Service, states his belief that the policy 
of the De Gaulle government will be 


' friendly toward the church. 


It will be necessary for some Prot- 
estant pastors to give up government 
positions which they now hold, he be- 
lieves, for their national service can 
only be considered temporary. They 
played an important part in the under- 
ground resistance movement, and have 


The Lutheran 


now been given political responsibility. 
“The National Council of the Reformed 
Church recently decided that the filling 
of political offices by Protestant pastors 
can be only a provisional measure,” 
states Dr. Boegner. 

Attacks are being made by some on 
the Roman Catholic Church in France 
because the Petain government was 
particularly favorable to Catholic au- 
thorities, states Dr. Boegner. “I fear it 
is certain that we shall see in France 
a new anti-clericalism among French- 
men of the left wing who accuse the 
Petain regime of clericalism, and who 
charge that the Catholic Church, as the 
war years went by, took advantage of 
this little by little, particularly in the 
matter of Catholic schools, for which 
they secured important financial help.” 

Greatest need will be re-establish- 
ment of theological seminaries and their 
libraries. Not a single book was bought 
for these libraries during the war, Dr. 
Boegner says. “Many pastors whose 
homes were bombed have lost their 
- entire libraries, and our religious press, 
of course, was completely suspended as 
the years went by. However, only last 
week I obtained authorization to pub- 
lish a Protestant paper, Christianisme 
Au Siecle.” 

A big evangelistic campaign was to 
begin in the French Protestant churches 
on Nov. 19. Church schools must be 
reorganized; and foreign missionary 
work resumed. 

During the war there was always 
“the greatest readiness among Protest- 
ant pastors and people to give shelter 
to fugitive Jews and to hide them from 
the Gestapo. As a result, new and 
friendly links have developed between 
the Christian churches and the Jewish 
community,” Dr. Boegner states. 


Church in politics 

Dr. Adolph Keller, speaking in Lu- 
zerne, Switzerland, wants the churches 
to play a prominent part in political, 
economic and social matters in Europe. 
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“If need be, the Church can mobilize 
the political strength of its own mem- 
bers, as American churches have done 
extensively,” he suggests. 

The “mind of the Church” must be 
brought before the powers legislating 
on social questions. Parliaments, coun- 
cils, and peace conferences should se- 
lect outstanding Christian leaders to 
make contact between ecclesiastical and 
secular organizations. 


Fifty million 

A minimum of $50,000,000 will be 
needed to help the churches of Europe 
reconstruct their affairs after the war, 
estimates Dr. Douglas Horton of the 
American Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. 

Funds will be sent overseas without 
regard to denominations, he says. 
American Protestants will send at least 
$500,000 this year, he predicts. 


Reading in Liberia 

One of the largest literacy projects 
to be undertaken by any denomination 
will be launched soon in Liberia by the 
ULC Board of Foreign Missions, reports 
Religious News Service. 

Of the Epiphany season offerings to 
be received in January, $25,000 will be 
spent to send a literacy expert to the 
mission field outside Monrovia to re- 
duce the tribal languages to writing, 
supply phonetic charts, instruct mis- 
sionaries in teaching techniques, and 
prepare easy reading material. 


On the air 

“INTERNATIONAL Radio Production” is 
a new agency established by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Educa- 
tion. It will develop programs for gen- 
eral use of churches and special pro- ° 
grams in the interest of religious edu- 
cation. The first of these is titled “Vic- 
torious Living,” and is scheduled to go 
on the air January 1, reports the Chris- 
tian Century. It will emphasize the im- 
portance of Christian training. 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


Puerto Rico was told lately by the 
island’s Catholic hierarchy that the 
church was about to present a full list 
of candidates in an impending election, 
because all the parties failed to adopt 
the church’s program in favor of re- 
leased-time religious education in the 
publie schools. A prominent political 
leader, Luis Munoz-Marin, replied in- 
directly that his party sympathized 
“with religious practices, and believes 
that the churches should be given suf- 
ficient opportunity for religious teach- 
ing,” but “we-are interested in giving 
this opportunity in forms not incom- 
patible with the established principle of 
the total separation of church and 
state.’ Now how could Senor Munoz- 
Marin have expected that plan to be 
acceptable to the hierarchy? 


England’s Bishop of Lichfield re- 
cently made the Eighth Army on the 
Italian front his parish. As a result, in 
a “Church Tent” at the front, he con- 
firmed sixteen candidates from the 
area, including two colonels; three of 
the number “lorry-hopped” 100 miles 
from near Cassino to be received into 
the church there. Later the Bishop 
confirmed 198 soldiers, including twenty 
Basuto tribesmen, in an English church 
at Rome. Still later, under a grove of 
pine trees in the Italian countryside, he 
confirmed a number of Maoris from 
New Zealand who were presented by 
their own Maori chaplain. That is the 
. more important thing to remember; all 
these were the fruit of the labors of 
devoted chaplains. 


When in 1938 Dr. Bogomoletz of Kiev 
Institute, Russia, sent an expedition 
into the Caucasus country to examine 
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twelve persons of vigorous health 
whose ages ranged from 107 to 135, he 
came to the conclusion that our present 
accepted span of life (50 to 80 years) 
was due to abnormal conditions, Point- 
ing to the estimate that the life-span of 
animals is usually five to six times 
longer than the period that leads to 
maturity, he believed that our normal 


-span should be 125 to 150 years. He 


also concluded that our present life ex- 
pectancy was due to the slowing down 
of activity in our connective tissue 
cells, which in turn developed the de- 
generative diseases that follow middle 
life—high blood pressure, cancer, 
arthritis, diabetes, hardening of the 
arteries, ete. Dr. Bogomoletz thinks he 
has a remedy to restore the cell activ- 
ities. Its formidable name is “anti- 
reticular cytotoxic serum (ACS for 
short).” This is made by inoculating 
horses with the cells of the spleen and 
bone marrow of dead humans who have 
died a sudden death, but having no in- 
fectious diseases. The serum, injected 
into living humans in whom the slow- 
ing down of age is apparent, is sup- 
posed to restimulate the connective 
tissue cells. Since we are being con- 
stantly reminded that the U. S, A. is 
becoming a nation of elderly folk, we 
might be interested in anything that 
would make old age more efficient, at 
least until youth could take over the 
national population again. But, for 
other reasons, it’s possible that a lot of 
the elders might not want to live that 
long. It isn’t only bodily ills that favor 
a change. 


Religious people would really like to 
know why the War Manpower Com- 
mission has listed missionaries in for- 
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eign .lands as non-essential. True, a 
great many mission fields have been 
overrun by armies, and those who 
reached home are out of their partic- 
ular job. Others are in concentration 
camps, and may yet become victims of 
enemy vengeance; but these in any 
event could not swell the WMC labor 
drafts. Considering what splendid work 
they did in their fields all over the 
world; the testimonials of armed forces 
that have come to know the work they 
did; the appreciation of soldiers, sailors 
and fliers who were brought out of the 
South Pacific wilds by natives whose 
outlook on human life had been changed 


by missionary teaching and example, a 


correction of this insulting rating and 
an apology seem to be due from WMC 
through its head, Paul V. McNutt. 


The Colonial question will be an 
acute problem for the nations involved 
in the present war, but for none more 
than for Italy. The future for Holland 
and Belgium—both having extensive 
colonial possessions—is reasonably 
clear, because of the service they 
rendered. France cannot be so sure, 


because of Vichy’s culpable weakness 
and doubtful policy. The action of 
Admiral Robert in Martinique; the hos- 
tile and costly attitude in Madagascar 
and Syria; the weak surrender of ter- 
ritory in the Far East to the direct ad- 
vantage of Japan; distrust that still ex- 
ists concerning the spirit of the French 
in North Africa—all these are apt to 
lead to some reductions in the extent of 
France’s colonial empire. Italy’s gov- 
ernment is reconciled by necessity to 
the loss of colonies and conquered 
Albania, those appropriated by Mus- 
solini; but the Bonomi government is 
offering vociferous and uneasy reasons 
why her former seizures of Eritrea, 
Somaliland and Libya should continue 
in her possession as an acquisition 
“during her liberal period.”  Italy’s 
fears and her present complainings 
arise from her confused state as “a con- 
quered enemy” and a self-styled “co- 
belligerent.” Anthony Eden’s recent 
statement, that “Italy’s colonies would 
not be returned to her,” also throws 
doubt on the validity of her “co- 
belligerence.” 


ANOTHER THANKSGIVING 


By Sara Roberta Getty 


WE thank Thee, Lord, for signs of dawning peace 
And for the victories that have been won. 
Speed Thou the day, oh God, when wars shall cease, 
When these, our boys, may feel their work is done. 
Guard Thou their footsteps in this bitter fight— 
O’er blood-red paths their feet must tread each day; 
Uphold them in their struggle for the right, 
And bring them safely home again, we pray. 


Their women wait as months grow into years, 

The while their hands keep busy at each task— 

They work, they pray, they smile to hide their fears, 
A question in their eyes they dare not ask. 

A nation gives Thee thanks for signs of peace— 
Speed Thou the day, the hour, when wars shall cease. 
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SUNDAY AT THE FRONT 


A Chaplain’s Story of Service in the Midst of Cannon Fire 


By Chaplain JOHN H. KOCH, JR. 


Sunpay is here once again and, as usual, the memories take us back to the 
evenings at home after a busy day. We are indeed fortunate to have a roof over 
our heads again and to be able to worship inside. God has been good to us and 
has provided spiritual nourishment in these tragic times. THe LUTHERAN and many 
other papers coming through the National Lutheran Council and the Army and 
Navy Commission of the Missouri Synod have supplied us with interesting details 
of church life at home. Your work in the States is painted vividly, and we who 
are overseas read searchingly. I, too, have had experiences and would like to 
convey a mood which I had shortly after a Sunday service. 


Just one Sunday ago a sergeant 
standing outside the pillbox turned 
around to exchange greetings. He asked 
what we were passing out in the way 
of literature to read and, of course, he 
was given a little booklet of “Prayers 
in Time of Peril” and also “A Message 
for the Day.” This Sunday as the jeep 
wound its way through the muddy road 
under the beautiful rosy red and golden 
yellow leaves of a French forest, mem- 
ories of this same sergeant came to 
mind. He would not be seen among 
those men who would come to worship 
inside the little pillbox situated deep in 
a beautiful old woods. A day after hav- 
ing seen him a shell came through the 
side of the box and hit him, killing him 
almost instantly. 

It was in the midst of these cireum- 
stances that the men found their way 
through a forest resounding to the thud 
of mortars and artillery shells and torn 
by the explosions of many burst among 
the trees. Men, with their thoughts 


turned to deep and sincere reverence, 


gradually walked one by one to keep 
their covenants and vows with God) 
There were shells going out and shells 
coming back in answer to the guns of 
the enemy, but still that steady step to- 
ward that sanctuary—today was Sun- 
day, and there was something in their 
hearts and souls that made them want 
to come to commune and worship with 
their Maker. 


From an Earlier War 

There was a possibility that some of 
their parents years ago had fought 
against this same type of enemy and 
had probably been in the same woods. 
They knew that these pillboxes had 
been built by enemy hands and had 
held in their bosom the guns of death 
which spewed out their wrath years 
ago. But still those men tramped, slip- 
ping and sliding through the sloppy 
mud and drenching rain. What met 
their eyes was no great and magnificent 
superstructure fashioned by the hands 
of men in honor and respect for their 
God. It was only a little concrete struc- 
ture which now housed the kitchen of 
one of the units occupying that certain 
section of the woods. There were no 
guns now, with the exception of the 
arms of the men living within. 

The men came in through the narrow 
slits in the concrete and gradually 
found their way in and among the 
kitchen utensils and supplies. With 
helmetless heads and in prayerful at- 
titudes, some sat on the boxes of “K” 
rations, some on the floor, some on their 
helmets, and others stood wherever 
they could find room in the crowded 
sanctuary. They were not mindful now 
of the man who just six days ago had 
met his death here in this little concrete 
box. Their thoughts had turned to their 
life lived in the present and harmonious 
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At tHE San Antonio Aviation Cadet Center’s Chaplains’ Transition Conference 
Course, Lutheran chaplains are represented equally on the staff and in the student body 
with three in each group. Members of the staff include (front row, 1. to r.) Chaplains 
Major August W. Gruhn, ULCA, instructor; Colonel Gynther Storaasli, NLCA, director of 
the course; and Major James F. Patterson, ULCA, adjutant. Students in the back row 
are (from the left) Chaplains Captain Harold A. Dunkelberger, ULCA, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa.; Captain John L. Nelson, Augustana, Sedro-Woolley, Wash.; and Captain Wilmer F. 
Furman, ULCA, Perkasie, Pa. The two-week course indoctrinates chaplains and their 
enlisted assistants to problems peculiar to the Air Forces. 


communion with their God in the 
future. Some could see the little port- 
able altar which had been placed in a 
little niche in the concrete wall. Others 
knew it was there, although obscured 
from their sight by the large pillars 
within the box. They were not con- 
scious of the men trying to get the sup- 
per for those who needed physical 
nourishment as well as spiritual. They 
were not conscious of the large loaves 
of fresh bread sitting there on a little 
board and the cans of meat by their 
side. Their thoughts were upon the sig- 
nificance of the Cross and what all 
connected therewith meant for them. 
They knew why they had come. They 
were there in answer to one of the great 
commandments, “Remember the Sab- 
bath Day to keep it holy.” 


Within Their Hearts 

There was not much light inside the 
dark and damp little church other than 
that cast by a little lantern and the two 
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lighted candles on the altar. They did 
not need too much light to pray in their 
hearts the prayer that their parents had 
taught them years ago. You could see 
them pray with tired but fearless lips 
the Lord’s Prayer. Even then the rum- 
ble of the guns did not stop. And then 
as the service proceeded you could see 
that their thoughts were rising to the 
heavens. Silence reigned as far as these 
men were concerned. They paid no 
notice to the stoves and the smells 
which emitted from the cooking food. 
They paid no notice to the shells ex- 
ploding near-by. God reigned in their 
thoughts. Today was the Sabbath, a 
day of rest and peace. 

With these words of benediction, 
“The Lord bless thee and keep thee, the 
Lord make His Face shine upon thee 
and be gracious unto thee, the Lord lift 
up His Countenance upon thee and give 
thee peace,” the men went back one by 
one, out into the world, to go their way 
to their various duties. 
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STEPS FORWARD 


Women's Missionary Society's Executive Board Meeting Announces 
Appropriations, Purchases, and Important Plans 


Art the recent meeting of the Execu- 
tive Board of the Women’s Missionary 
Society a number of actions were taken 
which illustrate the way in which this 
auxiliary works through the Boards of 
the Church. The delegates to the four- 
teenth ULCA convention will recall 
that this fact was emphasized in the 
report of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety to the convention. The actions 
taken at the meeting of the Executive 
Board in Philadelphia, October 31 to 
November 1, further illustrate this fact. 


Special Training Provided 

One of the most important actions 
was the granting of an additional $2,000 
to the Board of Social Missions for 
graduate study in social work. The need 
of assistance in graduate study in social 
work was clearly stated by Dr. C..E: 
Krumbholz in his address to the Board 
at its dinner meeting Tuesday evening, 
October 31. The action was a direct 
outcome of the appeal made by Dr. 
Krumbholz, and the Board feels that its 
action is a forward step in meeting this 
particular need for trained social work- 
ers in the church. 


Much Appreciated 

Another important action is related 
to a second board of the church, namely, 
the Board of Foreign Missions. It was 
voted to pay the cost of a station wagon\ 
which was recently secured by the 
Liberia Mission. The station wagon is 
for general mission use, not exclusively 
for women’s work. The value of this 
purchase can best be ‘expressed in the 
words of Miss Elsie Otto, the business 
manager of the Mission: 

“T cannot tell you how much we ap- 
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Reported by SELMA BERGNER 


Hostel in Minneapolis 

A recent enterprise in Christian fellowship, 
of which Japanese-Americans are the bene- 
ficiaries. The National Lutheran:Council's De- 
partment of Evangelism and the: Women's Mis- 
sionary Society of the ULCA have co-operated 
in establishing the hostel 


preciate our new station wagon. We 
really hesitated to ask for it, but some- 
thing had to be done if we were to con- 
tinue sending missionaries and goods 
to the interior. Transportation is a ter- 
rible problem when we must depend 
upon brokendown trucks. The regular 
trucks are always jammed full, with 
natives hanging on. One wonders how 
the vehicles hold together. Sometimes 
they don’t! ... All of our missionaries 
are rejoicing over this new car. We use 
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Apportionments to Synods 1945 and 1946 


Treasurer Beisler Indicates Sharing of Benevolence Objectives Among the Synods 


the older and smaller one for local 
travel and work, but are so happy to 
haye the ‘big car’ for ‘big trips.’ It has 
a truck, carries a ton, and seats ten pas- 
sengers comfortably.” 

The announcement by Dr. J. Roy 
Strock, representative from the Board 
of Foreign Missions, concerning the 
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Communing Communing 
Members Members 

for 1945 for 1946 1946 
Apportion- 1945 Special Apportion- Apportion- 

Synods ment Apportionment for 1945 ment ment 
Pennsylvania Ministerium ...... 160,774 $ 391,075 $ 97,769 161,077 $ 485,044 
ENS OTe Rahs sacrsimetcttnaumg nonce 113,469 276,007 69,002 111,851 336,812 
North Carolina . 23,706 57,663 14,416 24,187 72,834 
BeMer ylang! ac 5...niates 30,00 87,011 21,7538 36,592 110,188 
South Carolina 17,690 43,030 10,758 18,138 54,618 
Central Pennsylvania 124,155 302,001 75,500 125,205 377,024 
BVATE UIE habs continents 34,830 8,707 14,536 43,772 
OOM rare nuatinseeoklenenant 133,785 33,446 56,112 168,968 
Pittsburgh. .......... Rates 150,447 37,612 63,020 189,769 
[Solel i: htc ac mta a Rane Tee Rae Ate 36,277 9,069 14,763 44,456 
TAMTING TS MRR ey cacthich atenecbeorerties 89,366 22,341 38,243 115,160 
PREXOSER Ach uoeiiscae 10,428 2,607 4,240 12,768 
Mississippi . 824 206 336 1,012 
Tied Te eeceagent RRR parte oper nite eee 23,874 5,968 10,158 30,589 
Michigan 14,495 3,624 6,187 18,631 
Georgia-Alabama vrccisnnninn 3,437 8,360 2,090 3,480 10,480 
CLV \c Fy ey RE eee 17,759 43,198 10,799 18,182 54,751 
PXETIGES MM Gr ates tticy, contr ueehirn 6,548 15,928 3,982 6,689 20,143 
Netasiica s 2th line Midian 12,273 29,853 7,463 12,503 37,650 
Wartburg .. 14,149 34,417 8,604 13,521 40,716 
Icelandic ...... 1,631 3,967 992 1,591 4,791 
WHO WESTIN atamnce etiam eet 515 28,009 7,002 10,134 30,516 
Gallfonafed ahead iad ck tat 5,857 14,247 3,562 6,582 19,820 
Rocky Mountain coccccssscsnnn 2,053 4,994 1,249 2,063 6,213 
Northwest .o.c.. 39,859 96,955 24,239 41,592 125,244 
Manitoba ... 8,225 20,007 5,002 8,472 25,512 
Pacifiess ciate 2,582 6,280 1,570 2,794 8,414 
Nova Scotia ........ 2,248 5,468 1,367 2,368 ycalsal 
West Virginia .. 3,621 8,808 2,202 3,682 11,088 
Slovak Zion ....... 5,795 14,096 3,524 5,981 18,011 
Pibovidaty Nes cot cet teeter 1,465 3,563 891 1,598 4,812 
Kentucky-Tennessee cocoon 4,414 10,737 2,684 4,338 13,063 
822,218 $2,000,000 $500,000 830,215 $2,500,000 


Epiphany Appeal, was received enthu- 
siastically by the Executive Board. The 
first $50,000 received in the appeal in 
1945 is to be used for work in Liberia. 
Of this sum $25,000 is to be used for 
literacy work. The Committee on Chris- 
tian Literature and Literacy of the For- 
(Continued on page 19) 


MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


BLUSTERY THANKSGIVING DAY—Mrs. Benson turns Peacemaker 


“Br-r-R,” laughed Mrs. Ferrington. 
“T do think this corner by the church 
is the coldest spot in town. The way 
that wind sweeps up from Main Street!” 

“Goes right through you, doesn’t it?” 
Mrs. Benson agreed. “Those leaves 
look like Rhode Island Red hens run- 
ning ahead of the farmer’s wife.” 

I gripped my hat more firmly, as a 
fresh wave of air rattled the church 
door on its heavy hinges. “I wouldn’t 
trade places with the Pilgrims in most 
respects, but I would like a bonnet to 
wear to church on Thanksgiving Day 
instead of this scrap of felt and feath- 
ers!” 

‘Its gonna blow your feathers right 
off!” cried Mark, coming up behind me. 
He slipped his arm around me, and be- 
fore I realized what he was doing he 
had twirled me completely about. 
“You’re dancing like a leaf.” 

For a minute I was angry. I try so 
hard to keep the children natural. I 
don’t want them to think they have to 
behave differently because we are a 
minister’s family. Just the same, the 
sight of the minister’s wife pirouetting 
on the church steps was far from desir- 
able. I checked the reproof on my lips 
and managed to laugh. Nevertheless, I 
scratched a note on my mental “memo” 
pad: “At earliest opportunity, have talk 
with Mark re difference between horse- 
play and humor.” 

“Going to the game, Mark?” asked 
Mrs. Benson. 


“Soon as dad gets out of his regalia.” 


Mark’s getting so big that his boyish 
manners seem more than a bit crude. 

“Mark!” called Joan, looking like a 
large red leaf blown around from the 
rear entrance of the church. “Come 
along! Daddy’s ready to go. He says 
come on; and is Sammy coming?” 
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“His mother won’t let him, even with 
dad to look after him. As though peo- 
ple would ever act crazy like that 
again!” 

“T don’t blame her for wanting him 
to be careful, though,” Mrs. Benson 
commented. “They have had a nasty 
fright, no doubt about it.” 

“Tell daddy to wait, Mark; I want to 
speak to him before he goes.” I waved 
the hand that was not clutching my hat. 
“T’ll see you again where it isn’t so 
windy.” 

“Where there’s less wind and more 
hot air!” Mrs. Ferrington called after 
me, 

I hurried down the walk by the 
church. Jerry was coming toward me. 
We met in a comparatively sheltered 
spot. 

“Joan said you wanted to see me.” 

“Just to remind you that Mrs, Gerber 
is having dinner at one and that means 
one sharp.” 

“We ought to be home before that. 
T’ll pick you up after I drop Sarah at 
home.” 

“TI was wishing Sarah was here at the. 
service this morning, but I can see how 
it might have been too harrowing for 
her.” 

“She was here. Didn’t you see her?” 

“No! Oh, I’m so glad. Sitting way 
up front I/ miss seeing a lot of people.” 

“Curiosity-box! She went straight 
home to put the turkey in the oven 
while her mother looks after the altar 
flowers. Her father is going to take 
them to the Jeffers’.” 

“Mercy! getting everyone straight- 
ened out is a regular Chinese puzzle. 
Sarah goes home. You pick her up and 
take her to the game. You take her 
home, come get me and take me to their 
house. In the meantime Mr. Gerber 
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takes Mrs. Gerber home, takes altar 
flowers to the sick, returns home. Even- 
tually we all wind up at the Gerbers’; 
but getting us all there is as bad as get- 
ting the fox and the goose across the 
river.” 

“Tt would certainly be a lot simpler 
to have our own dinner at home; but 
I think we’re doing a good deed, as well 
as getting a good dinner.” 

“Not to mention how nice it is to eat 

a Thanksgiving dinner that I didn’t 
prepare myself! Now run along, or 
you'll miss the kick-off.” 

“Sure you won’t change your mind 
and come with me?” 

“No thanks, dear. You know I will 
enjoy my dinner more if the beds are 
made. There’s no fun in being away 
from home when you know you're go- 
ing back to a mussy house.” 

“Just a household slave! No, I un- 
derstand how you feel. I’d just like to 
have you along.” 

“Daddy!” called Joan. “You told us 
to wait in the car. Aren’t you ready 
yet?” 

“See you later!” He grinned at me. 
“Coming right away, Joanie.” 

As I hurried back the way I had 
come, I was surprised to see Mrs. Ben- 
son and Mrs. Ferrington still standing 
at the church door. 

“My, that was a long conference 
laughed Mrs. Benson. “Who won?” 

“Tt did. And I’m half sorry now that 
I didn’t give in and go with them. But 
I do hate to come home this afternoon 
to a topsy-turvy house. Hasn’t the 
wind blown you two away?” 

“We've been waiting for you. Mrs. 
Ferrington wants to be sure her last 
remark didn’t offend you. She won’t 
believe me.” 

“Your last remark? You mean less 
wind and more hot air?” I must have 
looked as puzzled as I felt, for both 
women laughed—Mrs. Benson a shade 
triumphantly, Mrs. Ferrington with 
relief. 

“T was afraid you might think I meant 
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your husband’s sermon.” 

“T never thought of that. I started 
to say, ‘Was that what you meant?’ then 
changed it to, ‘Never worry about what 
you may say to me. I never know I’m 
insulted till someone knocks me 
down.’”’ 

“Tt’s just that I wouldn’t hurt anyone 
or insult them for the world. She kept 
right on apologizing—the sort of apology 
that is worse than the original slip. I 
cut her short with a laugh. 

“Think nothing of it. I used to worry 
about the things I said that might of- 
fend people, but I found that usually 
I was far more worried than they were. 
The thing I worry about now is whether 
my children are offending people. Mark 
certainly upset me a while ago.” 

“Mark?” The women chorused in 
amazement. 

“Twirling me around like that. And 
calling his father’s vestments ‘regalia.’ 
He means well, but—.” 

“But he’s a normal boy with plenty 
of pep, and you ought to be glad of it!” 
Mrs, Benson was emphatic. 

“You see, Mrs. Ferrington? She won’t 
let me worry about things, either!” 

We were starting away from the 
church when Mrs. Gerber came out the 
door. “Mrs. Benson! Mrs. Ferrington! 
Come along in the car with us. We’re 
going your way.” 

At the same moment, Mr. Gerber 
drove around from the parking space 
behind the church. The front seat was 
full of flowers, but he threw open the 
door with a hospitable gesture. I felt 
Mrs. Ferrington stiffen. I knew she was 
recalling the way Mrs. Gerber spoke to 
her several weeks ago. But before she 
could frame an excuse, Mrs. Benson 
had cried gaily, “We’re in luck, Mrs. 
Ferrington! Hop in!” A gentle shove 
and they were safely seated. 

“See you at one, Mrs, Lathrop,” Mrs. 
Gerber bubbled. 

The car pulled away with waves and 
smiles. And from Mrs. Benson a wicked 
wink. 
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THE PENSION BOARD MEETS 


By HARRY HODGES, Executive Secretary 


THE Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief met for reorganization No- 
vember 3. The following officers were 
elected at this meeting held in Phila- 
delphia: 

President, William G. Semisch 
Vice-president, J. Henry Frick 
Treasurer, Bertram M. Wilde 
Secretary, Harry Hodges 


The Board, with the concurrence of 
the Executive Board, made changes in 
its charter and by-laws, made neces- 
sary by the adoption of the Contrib- 
utory Pension Plan. It eliminated the 
word “Ministerial” from its title and in 
the future will be known as “The Board 
of Pensions and Relief of the United 
Lutheran Church in America.” 

There was a three-fold reason for 
this elimination. For twenty years the 
Board has been pensioning lay mission- 
aries; at some future time the Church 
may assign to it other unordained per- 
sons. Its name now harmonizes with 
the pension boards of the other 
churches. 


The Numerous Family 

The secretary’s report showed that 
there were enrolled 1,116 persons and 
18 relief beneficiaries, with a total ex- 
penditure of $243,690 per annum. Nine 
persons had been given special grants 
amounting to $1,163.80.- 

The above does not include seventeen 
pensioners living abroad who cannot at 
present be contacted. 

Pastors and congregations enrolled 
in the Contributory Plan number 517. 

The Board instructed the secretary to 
begin the operation of the Contributory 
Pension Plan as adopted by the Louis- 
ville Convention, January 1, 1945. 

The Board further instructed the sec- 
retary to continue to issue “Pension 
News” quarterly, to keep the Church 
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informed of the progress of the plan. 

The Treasurer’s Report revealed that 
the Board’s accumulated deficit had 
been eliminated and a reserve account 
of $17,491.91 had been set up to insure 
the payment in full of pensions under 
the Non-Contributory Plan, should the 
income of the Board not warrant it. 

In the 1928 campaign the Board was 
given $3,252,004.55. Today its assets 
amount to $3,536,522.41. 

The bond account lists U. S. Govern- 
ment and municipal, railroad, public 
utility and industrial bonds amounting 
to $2,161,347 whose market value is 
$2,256,851, an appreciation of $95,504 or 
4.42 per cent of the total. After deduct- 
ing all costs and allowing for the amor- 
tization of premiums, the return on 
these securities is 3.42 per cent. 


Income from Mortgages 

The investment in real estate mort- 
gages amounts to $348,591, all of which 
are on an amortizing basis providing for 
monthly, quarterly or semi-annual 
principal deductions. After deducting 
all costs the return for the year was 5.20 
per cent. ’ 

The holdings in real estate amount to 
$759,583. After deducting all expenses, 
the net return for the year was 3.43 per 
cent. 

The net return on all investments was 
3.83 per cent. 

The Board regrets the loss of its pres- 
ident, Belding B. Slifer, who has served 
it faithfully and efficiently for twelve 
years: 

The Board is the Church holding out 
its hand in gratitude and love to those 
who have spent their lives in the serv- 
ice of the King. It is determined to 
continue its effort until there is a fitting 
and adequate support for everyone. 
This is the King’s command. 7 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


PREPAREDNESS 

Read I Thessalonians 5: 1-11, and Mat- 
thew 25: 1-13. 

PREPARATION requires action. Whether 
for war or for peace projects, for special 
occasions or for normal engagements, 
planned effort is necessary to success. 

Such effort is stimulated by the chal- 

lenge of an approaching event or an 
impending crisis. While each day pre- 
sents a challenge to prepare for eter- 
nity, the Advent Season especially re- 
minds us to be ready when Christ 
comes as Judge. Preparedness is the 
readiness to meet Him. 


Ye, brethren, are not in darkness that 
that day should overtake you as a thief. 
I Thessalonians 5: 4. 
_  Ricut Revations. Thieves sneak 

through dark alleys and avoid lighted 
houses. God created light to reveal 
what would be cloaked by darkness. 
The best preparation against inroads of 
Satan is alliance with the forces of 
righteousness— with the “sons of light,” 
in Christ’s company. 


So, then, let us not sleep, as do the rest, 
but let us watch and be sober. I Thes- 
salonians 5: 6. 

WartcuruL Wartinc. The faith-filled 
Christian should await in eagerness the 
coming deliverance from all travail, 
should “not sleep as do the rest” of an 
unconcerned world, should “watch” 
momentarily for each sign of the com- 
ing of the Son of man—and be ready to 
welcome with great joy His arrival. 


Putting on the breastplate of faith and 
love; and for a helmet the hope of salva- 
tion. I Thessalonians 5: 8. 

SPIRITUAL EquipMENT. The enormous 
equipment of the U. S. forces for land, 
sea and air combat is surpassed in 
might only by that of the spiritual 
equipment of the forces of Christ’s 
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Kingdom. “Faith and love” may seem 
to some antiquated, as the “breastplate” 
of the ancient warrior, but the soul so 
girded is invincible. Hope, likewise, is 
a “helmet” which protects from sin’s 
shafts. Spiritual rearmament is more 
urgently needed than vast accumula- 
tions of materiel for war. 


But the wise took oil in their vessels 
with their lamps. Matthew 25: 4. 

ADEQUATE Reserves. Equipment 
counts. But ammunition—powder, and 
especially petroleum—counts more. 
When her oil reserves are exhausted, 
Germany’s war machine will be stalled. 
The lights went out for the foolish at- 
tendants in the marriage party because 
their lamps were empty. Inner reserve 
power is of more value than costly 
equipment, oil than fine lamps. Do you 
keep your soul filled to capacity? The 
door to heaven will be closed for all 
who receive not God’s grace. 


And the God of peace himself sanctify 
you wholly. I Thessalonians 5: 23. 

Divine InFivuinc. Physical and men- 
tal preparation is possible through 
human effort, but spiritual prepared- 
ness is by grace through faith. The 
wires may be strung by licensed elec- 
tricians, but the connections at both 
powerhouse and switchboard must be 
made or the lights will not go on. Un- 
less the means of grace connects up 
with God through faith, the light of His 
truth and love will not flow in. 


“Come, gracious Lord, our hearts renew, 
Our foes repel, our wrongs redress, 
Man’s rooted enmity subdue, 
And crown Thy Gospel with success. 


“Teach us in watchfulness and prayer 
To wait for the appointed hour; 
And fit us by Thy grace to share 
The triumphs of Thy conquering 
power.” Amen. 


THE ACCOLADE—IIl 


In This Concluding Portion of His Address to the Church, Represented in the 
Laymen's Movement for Stewardship, DR. C. M. A. STINE Points to the 
Need of Again Proclaiming What Luther "Stood For" 


Wuat shall we offer to the youth of 
America? The radio, the published 
word, shriek of so-called totalitarian- 
ism and of various kinds of state so- 
cialism in various cloaks and disguises. 
The land which was the birthplace of 
Luther has been successful in propa- 
gandizing German youth with the idea 
that a Hitler can and should merit all 
their loyalty and their efforts, even to 
the laying down of their very lives. But 
whether the doctrine is one of racial 
superiority; or of the rights of a party 
to dictate the whole policy of a nation 
which was the tenet of Mussolini’s 
Fascist Italy; or the rights of a class to 
impose upon a great nation class-rule, 
which is the origin of the communistic 
state—with what shall we combat these 
shibboleths of the devil? 

Everywhere patriotic Americans who 
love liberty and who love this land 
where their fathers died that liberty 
might not perish from the earth, seek 
an answer to the gropings of the politi- 
cians and the demagogues. 


The Answer 

But I think the Christian Church has 
that answer already before it. Let us 
seek the friendship of the God. of Na- 
tions. “For thus saith the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is Holy; I dwell in the high and 
Holy place, with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones.’’ What nobler 
companionship for time and eternity 
can our youth seek than the com- 
panionship of the Creator of the uni- 
verse, of the God of Nations and the 
God which America has so largely for- 
gotten today? 
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Think you that I am in any sense 
alone or original in the thought that the 
tree of liberty can live and flourish and 
be nurtured only in the soil of a living 
and vital Christianity, alive and active 
in the practice of the tenets of our 
faith? Let me quote you something 
Walter Lipman said recently: —“What 
separates us from the totalitarian regi- 
ments? Is it our belief that man does 
not belong to the State, but to his 
Creator? This is the forgotten foun- 
dation of democracy in the only sense 
in which democracy is truly valid and 
of liberty in the only sense in which 
it can hope to endure.” If this discern- 
ing, popular writer is imbued with such 
convictions as these, what shall we say 
of the fumbling and stumbling of our 
political demagogues today, as they at- 
tempt to adopt the ideologies imported 
from foreign shores? 

It is truly foreign to the principles 
of American liberty to imagine that the 
citizen is merely a creature which ex- 
ists for the benefit of the state. Our 
forefathers thought that the best gov- 
erned people were the least governed 
people. Our forefathers thought and 
taught that the state was entirely an 
instrument in the hands of the people 
for the benefit of the citizens and the 
enrichment of their lives. How far from 
this type of thinking we have moved in 
this generation! 


Precedent in Lutheranism 

More than four centuries ago the 
great reformer whose name our Lu- 
theran denomination bears, protested 
against the abuses of power and the 
false doctrines of a purchasable spir- 
itual security. Luther stood boldly for 
spiritual regeneration and justification 
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by faith, and he stood almost alone in a 
time of great crisis, beset by enemies 
on every side. His refuge was the 
Mighty God, a fortress of unassailable 
strength and incomparable security, It 
behooves us as Americans to take 
refuge in this mighty fortress and again, 
as Christians, to find for ourselves the 
unfailing refuge provided by God for 
His people. 

I beg of you, Lutheran laymen, that 
you will turn with wholehearted devo- 
tion to a program for the evangeliza- 
tion of American youth before it is too 
late. At the cessation of the present 
hostilities, there will be scattered 
abroad through the world, in the per- 
sons of Nazi and Fascist youths, mil- 
lions of foci of infection for the body 
politic of the great states. Make no 
mistake, Britain and America must re- 
turn to a virile faith in God and virile 
faith in the tenets of British and Amer- 
ican liberty, to combat the subtle prop- 
aganda which will continually be dis- 
seminated by the Nazi and Fascist who 
will be and are, even now, imported 
into the boundaries of our state. 

Is it the part of the patriotic Amer- 
ican to allow these foreign importations 
to take over Protestant America, or is 
it the part of the patriotic and God- 
fearing American citizen to stand four- 
square for those principles upon which 
America is founded? Read our Decla- 
ration of Independence; review our 
American Constitution; reopen our 
closed Bibles and let this great branch 
of American Protestantism, which we 
call the Lutheran Church in America, 
get down on its knees and beseech Al- 
mighty God for courage and for power 
to seek once again the evangelization of 
youth, 


A Supreme Duty 

I suppose it is superfluous to quote 
figures to this audience. No doubt you 
are as familiar as I with statistics such 
as these: Twenty million American 
boys and girls have never received in- 
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struction in the fundamental tenets of 
the Christian faith; they, alas! do not 
know the saving power of Jesus Christ. 
I do say that America is Christian; I 
do not say that we can even make 
America Christian, but J do say that we 
are false to our trust and that we are 
not Christian in our thinking, or our 
living, if we fail to devote every re- 
source at our disposal and every ounce 
of energy within us to the effort to 
arouse at least our own branch of the 
Protestant church to the necessity for 
the teaching of the tenets of Christian- 
ity to American youth in this genera- 
tion, and I put the words “in this gen- 
eration” in italics for I have grave fears 
that in another generation it may be 
too late, This is not a matter which we 
Christian laymen can merely shrug 
aside with the thought that it is solely 
in the province of our Committee on 
Education, or that it is a responsibility 
of our parish and church school work 
with which we need not specifically 
concern ourselves. 


Is It Too Late? 

I say this because of the frightful in- 
roads which destructive foreign ideol- 
ogies have already made into the 
American commonwealth, This task is 
a task which should enlist the loyalty 
of heart and soul alike. We think of the 
hardships suffered by the pilgrim 


fathers in colonial days and we admire 


their courage in overcoming great ob- 
stacles, and in enduring physical hard- 
ship and suffering. Has our moral fiber 
so degenerated that we are no longer 
able to enlist our energies and our 
property and, if necessary, to risk our 
very lives in a great cause which calls 
for high devotion and self sacrifice? 
What kind of a country would we have 
today if these Puritan forefathers at 
whom the world some times points a 
derisive finger, and at whose concepts 
of living, the self-indulgent, cocktail 
drinking and cigarette smoking youth 
of today may sneer—In inquire—have 
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you ever stopped to think, to speculate, 
as to what kind of a nation we would 
live in today if these forefathers of ours 
had not persevered and had not become 
the founders of the American common- 
wealth? Suppose they had built our 
early civilization upon the models of the 
decadent continental governments with 
which they were all too familiar? Can 
we read no lessons from history? Must 
we now lug in the thorny plants of state 
socialism in order that our children may 
eat the bitter Sodom apples of the 
deification of the State, the deification 
of some political demagogue, the deifi- 
cation even of science, and the relega- 
tion of the God of Nations to the limbo 
of outworn loyalties and outgrown 
superstitions? I pray you forgive me 
for even alluding in your hearing to 
such blasphemies. 


The Founding Fathers 

History says that there was a great 
revival in England and in Holland, the 
so-called Puritan revival, immediately 
preceding the colonization of America 
by the Pilgrim fathers. The settlers who 
came to Massachusetts and to Virginia 
came at a time of spiritual awakening 
and of new consecration. They came at 
a time when the Holy Spirit was mov- 
ing mightily in the souls of men. The 
word of God was the very cornerstone 
of the body politic of those days. Can 
you think of something to substitute, in 
these days when we need to rebuild our 
altars and repair the breaches made 
by foreign traducers of America and 
her faith? 

I must say, and it is a sad thing to 
say, that to me such characters as Hitler 
seem to be types of this age which for- 
gets God and attempts to deify man and 
the works of man. There would have 
been no Hitler in Germany if the Ger- 
man people had not permitted it and 
voted him into office.. How did Mus- 
solini, and how do his type all over the 
world gain power? They developed and 
grew and flourished because the people 
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of these lands were “ripe” for these de- 
velopments. Do you think that if the 
Christian Church had been sufficiently 
in earnest about her missionary effort 
during the last few centuries a “God- 
Emperor” would dominate the war-lov- 
ing, military clique in Japan today? 
And as for Germany, the sad thing is 
that the Germany of today is worlds 
away from the Germany of the Refor- 
mation. Make no mistake; we shall 
have in this country the kind of re- 
ligious life and the kind of political life 
that we, the people, desire and create. 


Hunger Found and Fed 


The inspiring reports that have come 
to us describing the splendid results 
obtained as a result of the efforts that 
our Lutheran Church has made, as evi- 
denced in the establishment of service 
centers and the provision of Lutheran 
pastors at military camps; the provision 
of Sunday schools in the mushroom in- 
dustrial settlements around the great 
plants erected for the manufacture of 
war goods; all testify to one thing: 
There has been a hunger for God en- 
gendered in the hearts of young and 
old by the experiences of this time of 
crisis through which we are passing. 
Especially in the hearts of our youth 
as they go to foreign camps and foreign 
battlefields, there has grown a desire to: 
take with them the Friend who sticketh 
closer than a brother. A new and beau- 
tiful receptivity for the truths of God 
graces the spirits of millions of young 
men. Shall we prove worthy of the task 
of providing for these needs of our 
young people? Shall we try to renew 
in the hearts of our young people the 
same Godly idealism which character- 
ized the hearts of the pioneering fore- 
fathers who settled America? 


The Time Is Now 

It is time, yes, it is high time that we 
bestir ourselves. The greatest gift that 
Wwe can give to our sons and daughters 
who are shedding their blood to repel 
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the forces of Hitlerism and of Shinto- 
ism on battlefields scattered all over 
this round earth is to purify the home- 
land of America, to beseech God that 
He will send His Holy Spirit into the 
Christian Church so that there may be 
a mighty revival of spirituality in this 
country and so that the moral fiber of 
the people may be cleansed and that 
the lives of the people may be in har- 
mony with the precepts taught in God’s 
word. ‘- 

Do you think that God will deal with 
a pagan America any differently than 
God dealt with the idol-worshiping 
Jewish nation centuries ago? I trow 
not. Let us resolve to make it possible 
for our boys and girls to come home. to 
a Christian America, to a much better 
America than they left when they went 
into military service. To this high end 
let us beseech God that He will direct 
us, and instruct us, and enable us, and 
to this holy and sacred cause of a Chris- 
tian America let us pledge our very 
lives! 

Truly, you Christian laymen are 
stewards of the King’s estate. Will you 
receive the ennobling accolade from 
your King, some bright and cloudless 
morn of eternity?—Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant. Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” (THE Enp) 


STEPS FORWARD 


(Continued from page 11) 


eign Missions Conference has stated 
that “As far as we know this is the first 
denomination to launch out on a lit- 
eracy plan of such deep, wide scope.” 
The Women’s Missionary Society feels 
that this is another forward step in the 
work of the church, a step which is in 
keeping with the spirit manifested at 
the recent ULCA convention. 

The Executive Board also made plans 
for its January meeting at which the 
presidents of the twenty-nine synodical 
societies of the Women’s Missionary So- 
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ciety will be guests of the Board. The 
meeting of the Executive Board will be 
held January 29 and 30. A Fellowship 
Dinner on the evening of January 30 
will open the Presidents’ Conference, 
which will close February 1. At the 
January 31 session of the conference, 
the Board will be present as auditors. 
The conference will be of a practical 
nature in order that both the synodical 
societies and the General Society may 
profit. by a discussion of their problems. 


One of Twelve 
The request of Third Church, Balti- 
more, Md., to assume the support of 


Miss Ruth M. Myers, 
of Baltimore, Md. Her special training 
is in the field of bacteriology 


Miss Ruth M. Myers, was acted upon 
favorably by the Executive Board. Miss 
Myers, one of the Triennial Twelve, is 
a lifelong member of Third Church. 
Therefore, it is fitting that the first mis- 
sionary to be supported by Third 
Church should be one of its own mem- 
bers. Early in December Miss Myers 
will leave for India, where she will pur- 
sue studies in bacteriology and lab- 
oratory diagnosis of tropical diseases. 

Miss Myers was one of the mission- 
ary guests at the dinner meeting on 
October 31. Other missionary guests 
were: Mrs. C. E. Buschman and Miss 
Pauline Ziegler of Liberia, and Miss 
Hilda Kaercher of India. 
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eros the Desk 


Tue “center spread” which our read- 
ers will find on pages 24 and 25 of this 
issue, together with the data on page 
23 provide reasons for thankfulness 
from several angles. First of all there 
is the essential value of the money 
given: a lot of service will be given in 
exchange for a million and a half of 
dollars. 

But most of all we can give sincere 
thanks for the testimony such an offer- 
ing expresses. Here again is a scale of 
values, the first being an emotion of 
sympathy for those whose suffering 
can be lessened. But these gifts are 
more than casual “hand-outs”: they 
are the medium by which the love of 
Christ takes form. 


AFTER THE ELECTION 


Tue LUTHERAN joins with the multi- 
‘tude of journals issued in the United 
States in recognizing the privileges en- 
joyed under our form of government. 
At a time when the defense of democ- 
racy has involved the whole nation in 
the circumstances of a great war, once 
more the ballot box has demonstrated 
its sufficiency in deciding issues relevant 
to the nation’s future. 

For the dissemination of information 
and opinions which employed the sec- 
ular press, platform and radio beyond 
any former election, there were out- 
standingly cordial invitations to the 
Church press to participate. THe Lu- 
THERAN appreciates the recognition of 
an influence proceeding from journals 
identified with religion but we do not 
recognize an obligation to discuss the 
issues as they are presented by political 
parties and party leaders. It must be 
remembered, however, that such a 
policy does not signify ignorance of the 
problems which demand consideration 
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by means of a partisan presentation to 
the public. Still less is the snobbish 
idea correct that politics are too cor- 
rupt for participation by the Christian 
citizen. THe LUTHERAN is in a position 
to testify that there was constant access 
to information from all parties, the same 
who used the press and radio in such 
abundance. And certainly we do not 
consider the problems of those required 
to administer civil authority “beneath 
the dignity of ecclesiastics.” Partic- 
ularly in recent years when problems 
of equity and morality are involved, 
has the aid of religion been sought. 
Such aid must of course come through 
the Church without diverting us from 
our main mission. 

The fact is, that while some civic sit- 
uations do not elicit approval or con- 
demnation by the Church press, others 
which are directly germane to our ob- 
ligation to preach the Gospel are 
promptly dealt with. The evangelical 
groups in the United States are on 
record in a very positive way where 
the President of the United States or 
his Department of State appear to have 
favored hierarchical advice concerning | 
the reception of non-Catholic mission- 
aries into South American countries. 
Also we have viewed with disfavor and 
with prompt protests the proposed re- 
sumption of diplomatic representation 
at Rome. We are exceedingly sensitive 
to the attitude of the Roman Catholic 
Church toward the bulwark of our free- 
dom, the public school system. The 
churches intend that family instruction 
in religion shall be improved, that op- 
portunity for teaching the young the 
divinely revealed truths of our religion 
be enlarged and that the moral fiats of 
God’s laws be commandingly given to 
the people. 
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"THE GLOOMY DEAN" 


In conversations and by letters, our 
attention has been directed to para- 
graphs appearing in Time magazine and 
The Pathfinder concerning Martin Lu- 
ther. The source of the clippings is a 
British journal titled “Church of Eng- 
land Newspaper.” To its columns the 
former Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
London—William Ralph Inge by name, 
contributed an article in which Luther 
' is said to have despised the masses and 
expounded teachings to justify “the im- 
morality and ruthlessness of political 
leaders.” The article became available 
to Americans through its reprint in The 
Churchman under date of October 15. 
Tue LuTHERAN under date of Novem- 
ber 15 in the department of The Church 
in the News gave brief reference to the 
Dean’s explosion. 

One must agree that the bombing of 
St. Paul’s and of London by the Nazis 
and the sacrifices which the British 
people have found it necessary to make 
would not predispose an Anglican 
clergyman to hold a German reformer 
in high esteem. One must not expect the 
superhuman, even from deans, and es- 
pecially from a “gloomy” ecclesiastic, 
whose distinction is commonly ascribed 
to his cultivation of a critical attitude 
toward conditions even in his own 
church and country. 

But while it may be legally safe, it 
is not exactly sporting to attack a dead 
man. Suits in libel where a deceased 
person is accused will not be sustained 
by our courts and no penalty can be 
enacted against the utterance of false 
statements against those whose power 
of self-defense has been stopped by 
death. Mud slinging at the monuments 
in cemeteries has not been classified as 
a noble deed, regardless of the thrower, 
but only property damages are collect- 
able. 

But we Lutherans could, if it was de- 
cided to make a defense of Luther, at 
least direct attention to evidence which 
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the history of the sixteenth century re- 
cords concerning the attitude of the 
Anglican to the Lutheran ecclesiastical 
reorganization which the Reformation 
precipitated. We could cite the fact that 
King Henry VIII, after receiving from 
Rome the title Defensor Fidei—(De- 
fender of the Faith) found reasons to 
declare the Church of England auton- 
omous. It thus was no longer a part of 
the Roman Catholic Church, but so 
constituted as to place on his (Henry’s) 
head the authority of chief bishop. It 
is admitted that Luther had no direct 
abetting part in the Reformation in 
England, although the influence of the 
University of Wittenberg upon English. 
scholars who came there to study is 
evident in the Thirty-nine Articles, 
commonly deemed the basic Protestant 
confession of the Anglican Church. 

It might be helpful to Dean Inge to 
read the book of which Henry Eyster 
Jacobs is the author, the title of which 
is “The Lutheran Movement in Eng- 
land.” The sad feature of the sixteenth 
century reformation is the interference 
with the free flow of evangelical tenets, 
which happened when zealots, secular 
leaders and economic partisans ab- 
stracted from the powers of a spiritual 
movement energies by which to further 
their ambitions. Until corrupted by per- 
sonal and political forces it was on its 
way to eliminate the worst evils of 
hierarchical control of the Christian 
Church. Had Pope Leo X acted help- 
fully in response to Luther’s plea, 
“catholic” would have become an ad- 
jective, not part of a label. Many of the 
more serious schisms would have been 
avoided along with the development of 
divisions. But such rulers as Henry 
VIII, Charles V, and Francis I, and such 
leaders of the church as Cranmer, Eck, 
and Erasmus injected the divisive forces 
of nationalism, centralized authority, 
and “revival of learning” into the move- 
ment. The effect was divisions and cen- 
turies of abusive controversy. But the 
Anglican Church emerged safely. 


a 


HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


@ We have three children, ranging in age 
from four to nine years. My husband 
leaves rather early in the morning for his 
work, but he returns fairly early in the 
afternoon. All through the day I have re- 
sponsibility for the children, which is often 
a vexing experience. I have often wished 
that when my husband comes home he 
would take over control of the children 
and do the punishing. But he takes no 
part in these affairs. He says he is always 
tired when he gets home and doesn’t want 
to be bothered with the children and their 
quarrels. He settles down in a corner and 
does nothing but read. He doesn’t even 
care to answer the children’s questions. 
And he gets quite irritated when I suggest 
that he give the youngsters some time, 
play with them, or take them for a walk. 
Is it fair that a mother should have to have 
the care of the children and responsibility 
for them all the time? 

It is not fair to mother, children, or 
the father himself that the mother 
should carry the entire burden of look- 
ing after the children. The respon- 
sibility is a matter that should be 
shared. 

The children need to have more as- 
sociation with their father. If a father 
persistently declines to perform the 
functions which he should, his children 
will come to feel that he is pretty much 
of an outsider. They will have no sense 
of comradeship with him, little feeling 
of affection, and ultimately little or no 
desire to have anything to do with him. 

And the father himself needs associa- 


tion with his children. They can help . 
him to keep a youthful spirit, provided | 


he is receptive to their spirit and out- 
look. He ought to be conversant with 
their habits, viewpoints, desires and ex- 
pressions. It is easy to grow away from 
them, and once a parent has developed 
in that direction he will discover that 
he has lost a great deal. 
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hy Exel & Rudeull 


Dealing with children, discipline, in- 
struction, counseling, and every sort of 
sharing is an opportunity. At the same 
time, it is a responsibility which no 
parent should shunt onto another. 

Your problem is one of getting your 
husband to see how much he is needed 
and what an opportunity lies before 
him. How can it be done? Certainly 
not by nagging and urging. Perhaps at 
some time when you are both in a mel- 
low mood you can talk it over. Per- 
haps some other man in whom he has 
strong confidence and who is a close 
companion of his children could in a 
casual conversation tell how he works 
and plays with his children and how he 
shares responsibility with his wife. The 
conversation must not‘be a direct ap- 
proach to the problem; much more will 
be accomplished by indirection. 

It may be that if you would leave a 
copy of Fiske’s The Christian Family 
lying on a living room table or stand, 
innocently open at chapter 5 or chapter 
7, your husband may pick it up and 
read something helpful. Don’t urge him 
to read the book, but let him find it. 
and become interested. 


®@ Do very early love affairs frequently 
result in marriage? 

As a rule, very early romances do not 
last very long and do not result in mar- 
riage. There are, of course, many ex- 
ceptions to this general statement. If 
the young people remain in the same 
community, the likelihood is greater. If 
one or both leave the section in which 
they have been reared, the chances are 
that they will drift apart and that their 
affections will be given to other per- 
sons. One is most likely to find a life 
partner among those with whom he has 
easy opportunity for association. 
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Again The People Have Given 


1944's Receipts for Lutheran World Action Top Quota 
Tabulation Under Date of November | by Paul C. Empie, Director 


Church Body 
United Lutheran Church .................... 
Norwegian Lutheran Church ............ 
American Lutheran Church 
PATI SUSLATIA: Dy NOG scsererttite.s cere ne 
f Lutheran Free Church .i::......21.:.0.02.-- 
Suomi Synod 
United Danish Church 
Danish Church 
Undesignated 
Lutheran Student Association ............ 


Seen e ence reneeeeeeeeerenreseeereseees 


Paut C. Emptg, Director for Lutheran 
World Action, is delighted by the re- 
sults attained. For the third time the 
total sum asked has been given and the 
work scheduled has been done. 

And even though the quota for 1944 
has been reached and passed, there are 
yet sums which will be forwarded prior 
to December 31 and added to the ex- 
cess in hand. Director Empie in his 
letter accompanying the above tabula- 
tion comments: 

CuurcHEs in the National Lutheran 
Council have met the 1944 Lutheran 
World Action test and have come 
through with flying colors! Here is an- 
other thing for which we are especially 
thankful to Almighty God. 

The remaining two months of the 
year should bring in many additional 
thousands of dollars, to be added as a 
surplus to the goal. The books for the 
1944 Lutheran World Action appeal 
close December 31. 

This magnificent achievement has re- 
sulted from the happy combination of 
good leadership on the part of the 
church directors and pastors together 
with loyal enthusiasm on the part of 
nearly two and one-half million Lu- 
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Quota Cash Received Percent 
$ 664,534.64 $ 704,543.26 106 
226,618.45 227,185.56 100 
218,389.36. 223,901.93 103 
151,721.08 160,422.37 106 
20,084.60 18,219.69 91 
12,211.87 12,328.12 101 
13,622.30 18,049.76 133 
7,817.70 5,379.20 69 

DLS pENR eas 2,004.70 

Bak: BPe sos 1,368.11 
$1,315,000.00  $1,373,898.70 104 


therans in the pews. Of course this is 
a winning combination at any time, for 
any cause. We rejoice in the power thus 
given to “Love’s Working Arm” in sup- 
port of the great projects of Lutheran 
World Action. At the same time we 
thrill to see our churches progress 
steadily in co-operative action when 
faced by tremendous challenges. 


Basis of Distribution 

At the 1944 meeting of the National 
Lutheran Council, the estimate of total 
needs was as follows: 


Service Commission... $ 600,000 
{Ministry to Lutherans in the Armed 
Services and for support of Service 
Centers. Ep.] 
Church Abroad 
a) Orphaned Missions .............. 350,000 
b) European Relief .........00..0 100,000 — 
Commission on American 
Missionsatasc:aicsceeuurscinte 150,000 
War Prisoners’ Aid 
BB) alii Oo Acne meencactsoer darscaaccegre sate 18,000 
b) Lutheran Commission ...... 25,000 
Emergency Welfare Work ............ 25,000 
Wartime Radio Ministry .............. 10,000 
American Bible Society ...........0.. 15,000 
Refugees Work Gtiatcacecryitccne 5,000 
Unforeseen Emergencies .............. 17,000 
$1,315,000 
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OUR 1944 GOAL... 
$1,315,000 


CONTRIBUTED, NOV. 1, 1944 


$1,373,519 


ad Pears. id. 


SUS GOING OV BERORE” 


#! 
permenant 


PARTICIPATING CHURCHES 


AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
DANISH EV LUTHERAN CHURCH 
LUTHERAN AUGUSTANA SYNOD 
LUTHERAN FREE CHURCH 

NORWEGIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUOMI SYNOD 

UNITED DANISH EV LUTHERAN CHURCH 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
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THE SCHOOL LESSON 


BRETHREN IN CHRIST fy Nathan 2. Melhorn 


The Adult Sunday School Study for December 3 Concerns 
New Testament Teachings on Fellowship 


Read John 17: 18-23; | Corinthians |: 1-3; 12: 4-14; II Corinthians 8: I-9 


IN THESE days when so much depends on consciousness of the uniting energies of 
humanity; and when the opposition to the Christian influence is so persistent and pow- 
erful; and when the strategy of attacks from without and from within the church seems 
to be the cultivation of substitutes for the truth, the proposal to study what we have by 


CHURCH 


divine revelation should not be a task but 
an opportunity. There can be no sensible 
excuse for not reading the portions of the 
Bible above cited. 

It is assumed then, that the reader of 
Tue LurTHERAN has a Bible within reach, 
that he has read each of the above cita- 
tions, with enough of the verses adjoining 
each to have their settings. On the basis 
of the teachings which the passages of 
Scripture will give, this department offers 
some deductions relative to current forms 
of fellowship, but especially to fellowship 
in Christ. 

It is logical to start with that endowment 
which the Creator has imbedded in man- 
kind. In every normal human being, there 
is that which impels him to seek associa- 
tions with his kind. Paul in his address to 
the Athenians (Acts 17: 22-34) stated that 
it is from sensing their common origin, 
common interests, and common dangers, 
that individuals establish companionships 
which grow into communities, nations, 
races, and generations. 


Spiritual Influences 

Not by an endowment of nature, but by 
the Holy Spirit’s impulsion through divine | 
grace, believers in Christ seek to find and 
form fellowships. To this pressure of the 
spiritual gifts bestowed upon those who 
are born of the spirit, one rightly ascribes 
the congregations of Christians that rise in 
neighborhoods and mission fields. It is an 
error to credit to any natural trait of hu- 
man nature the marvels of a world-wide 
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fellowship in Christ. Such ties of brother- 
hood are the results of the spiritual gifts 
conferred upon all born into the kingdom 
of God. There is an even more mystical 
relationship to which Paul refers when he 
says, “Now ye are the body of Christ and 
members in particular.” 

But caution must be exercised in ap- 
praising this greatest of fellowships. Too 
often a tie which is exclusively of the earth 
earthy is offered in lieu of that which is 
the fruit of faith in the Son of God. To be 
of the same race, or color, or tribe, or na- 
tion, is not thereby to be credited with the 
privileges of Christian fellowship. 

Especially menacing in these days is a 
widespread theory that any sort of spir- 
itual ideology is entitled to the respect and 
privileges which flow from the love of 
Jesus Christ to those who have turned to 
Him for their eternal salvation. The new 
covenant in Him is not so phrased as to 
place Mohammed, Buddha, Confucius, and 
even Joseph Smith, on the same plane as 
that on which God placed His only Be- 
gotten Son. Brotherhood in Christ belongs 
to those who live in Christ. “Not everyone 
that saith, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
November 27-December 3 
All One in Christ. John 17: 18-23. 
Greeting to All the Saints. I Cor, 1: 1-3. 
One Body in Christ. I Cor. 12: 4-7, 12, 13. 
. The Messiah’s Mission. Isaiah 42: 1-7. 
All Need Salvation. Romans 3: 21-23, 29-30. 
Sat. The er Bond of Fellowship. Galatians 


Ss. The. asks of Feljowship. I John 1: 3-7. 
The Lytheran 


mganz 


BOOK S. 


A Big Little Book 


The School of Prayer. By Olive Wyon. Westminister. 158 pages. $1.50. 

Tuts is the biggest little book on prayer that I have read for a long time. In aim 
and content it is in no way comparable to Fosdick’s classic, The Meaning of Prayer, or 
Buttrick’s thoughtful and exhaustive magnus opus, Prayer. Miss Wyon’s experience as 
a student of theology, a social and religious worker, a scholarly writer, and an apparent 
student of the familiar and unfamiliar mystics, however, makes her especially equipped 
to write of “prayer, as a definite and disciplined human activity, as well as a spirit and 


temper, extremely relevant to our modern 
situation.” 

Her discussion of “What is Prayer,” “The 
Object of Prayer,” “Prayer and the Will 
of God,” “Prayer and Life,” “Hindrances 
to Prayer,” “The Bible and Prayer,” “Prayer 
and the Spirit of Worship,” “Other Ways 
of Praying,” and “Prayer and the Purpose 
of God” is well aimed to help two groups 
of people, “those who are puzzled about 
prayer and would like to try it seriously” 
and “those who have made several efforts 
and have been discouraged by their ex- 
periences.” 

If anyone would bring an average in- 
telligence and a sincere desire to learn to 
the reading of this book he would be glad 
for this short course in “The School of 
Prayer.” Morris C. SKINNER 


The Co-Op 


Peace Through Co-operation. By J. Henry 
Carpenter. Harper. 113 pages. $1.25. 
WE are told that this book is the outcome 
of the conversion of the author to the idea 
of co-operation in 1936, together with a 
consequent extensive study made of the 
co-operative movement in nineteen dif- 
ferent countries across five continents. 

The argument runs something like this: 
Starting with the basic concept of love, 
one moves quickly through co-operation 
to co-operatives as the natural Christian 
expression of that love in human relation- 
ships. Co-operatives have proved them- 
selves a logical and effective implement 
for the spirit of co-operation. 

A running testimony to this conclusion 
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is presented out of the experience of the 
co-operative movement to date, especially 
in the Scandinavian countries where it has 
been at its best, but also in England, Ger- 
many, China, America, and elsewhere. 
Here, therefore, is something that has 
already demonstrated its effectiveness in 
meeting the economic, social, and political 
ills of society. The soundness of its spir- 
itual and ethical basis is, of course, the 
reason for the past success of the co- 
operative way as well as the future hope 
of a world which has sought to live by 
competition and an unbridled profit mo- 
tive that always ended up in wars, until 
in this one society is being pushed alarm- 
ingly near to the brink of complete chaos. 
We are warned, however, that co-opera- 
tion must be rightly motivated. It must 
be Christian at heart. That is, it must be 
positive, not negative, not simply a tech- 
nique accepted by all parties as a last re- 
sort to escape destruction, which is always 
the last state of competition, nor dare it 
be used as a device to guaranteee an un- 
interrupted flow of selfish benefits out of a 
working order preserved through an arm- 
istice of so-called co-operation. Rather, it 
is the author’s contention that co-operation 
must be based upon love. Those who enter 
into co-operative action must do so not 
with the idea of getting something further 
or saving something for themselves out 
of the old structure, but for the welfare 
and good of others who are joined with 
them in the process at hand. No other kind 
of co-operation is Christian, nor can it 
succeed. D. F. Purman. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


Ky nos Tohn Teaver 


Youth in World Peace—Isaiah 2:1-5 


SomE years ago a popular life of Christ 
was written by an Italian, Papini. There 
was a dash and fervor to it that stirred 
many readers to a new interest in our 
Lord, and the inaccuracies of the writer 
were lost in his eloquence. He wrote this 
paragraph analyzing human history into 
three dominating races: “The first was the 
race of the animal without law, and its 
name was War; the second was the race 
of barbarians tamed by Law, whose high- 
est perfection was justice. This is the race 
now living, and justice has not yet con- 
quered War and the Law has not yet sup- 
planted animality. The third is to be the 
race of real men, not only upright, but 
holy; not like beasts but like God.” The 
Magna Charta of this New Race he finds 
in Matthew 5: 43-48, the scriptural basis 
for our next week’s topic: “Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them that despitefully use you and per- 
secute you.” 


Isaiah's Dream 

Isaiah knew war at its worst. In spite 
of the terrible atrocities of modern war, 
it can never be as entirely bestial as the 
wars of his day. But even if it were no 
different, Isaiah had vision and hope of 
peace to come. He centered his hope on 
the unifying power of religion. The word 
religion means to bind, and the tie that 
will bind the world into one great broth+ 
erhood is the worship of one God. 

His vision does not picture a mountain 
sitting grotesquely on other mountains, 
but one mountain towering above all 
others. This mountain was that on which 
the temple was set, “the mountain of God’s 
house.” And in spite of the narrow range 
of the vision of his race, he saw all na=- 
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tions flowing up that mountain and into 
that temple. 

From this place of worship he saw laws 
proclaimed that would govern the world. 
God would judge between the nations. He 
would arbitrate all differences. Then the 
excuse for war would vanish. His language 
is so striking that it is one of the fre- 
quently quoted passages in the Old Testa- 
ment: “They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.” 


God's Way Is Constructive 

Surely the purpose of God for man is 
not war. The destructive instruments of 
war are made out of the same materials 
that could be used for man’s good. The 
metals hid in the earth, the chemicals 
placed cunningly about the universe, the 
wood of the forest, the latent powers held 
in leash in the air and in matter, all these 
were intended for construction, not for de- 
struction. God has offered us partnership 
with Him in conquering nature for the 
common good, 

Instead of learning war, youth in this 
new age would learn how to be partners 
with God in this great venture. Dom- 
inated by/ the mind of Christ, youth would 
find solutions for all the great divisive 
problems that breed war. Political struc- 
tures would need to be altered, economic 
and industrial relationships adjusted, ra- 
cial and class distinctions solved, and moral 
and spiritual weaknesses overcome. 


To find the solution to these problems 
is beyond human reason. Only God’s grace | 


can conquer human greed and hate. But 
God works through men. To be respon- 
sive to His-leading-is the first step that 
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youth must take if a better, kinder world 
is to be built. 


Just Now 

Just now, youth must be mainly con- 
cerned with winning a war. The alterna- 
tive to allied victory is too terrible to con- 
template. But this concern for victory 


_must not stand in the way of concern for 


the post-war world. War solves no prob- 
lems unless it creates greater problems. It 
clears the way for new building. It saves 


‘civilization from destruction, but it cannot 


decide what it saves it for. Its only pos- 
sible good is negative. 

Youth should take time to learn what 
the plans are for a just and durable peace. 
It should know something of all the con- 
ferences like that of Dumbarton Oaks. It 
should see that the only tie to hold the 
new world together still seems to be the 
tie of force. For many post-war years it 
will evidently be an armed peace. 

Youth should also know that up to the 
present the larger nations seem to insist 
on veto powers in matters that touch their 
own acts. As Dr. O. Frederick Nolde 


' pointed out in his address to the ULCA 


Brotherhood last October, when the agree- 
ment finally does come before the Senate 
for ratification, Christian people should ex- 
press their opinions in no uncertain terms. 
That is the one thing we can all do. If the 
plan does not seem to be fair to all na- 
tions, we know it cannot live. If the plan 
for a new world cannot be taken before 
that place of worship Isaiah envisioned, 
it offers false dreams of peace. 

Let the youth of the church begin now to 
study the principles of human relation- 
ships as taught and lived by Jesus. Let 


_ them test every plan and program for a 


just and durable peace by these principles. 
Then let them have the courage and faith 
to declare themselves and make Christian 
influence bear definitely on every one re- 
sponsible. Christ-dominated public opinion 
can win. 
% * * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, December 3. 

Next topic, Peace Principles of the Prince. 
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CONGREGATION’S 
MEMORIAL BOOK 


Lay Member of Highspire Church 
Author of Valuable Volume 


RawpH I. Mumma, JR., as the author of a 
history of St. Peter’s Church, of Highspire, 
Pa., has earned the gratitude of his fellow 
members and distinction among writers of 
annals of congregations. His book contains 
almost 200 pages; it is attractively printed 
and bound, and deserves a place in every 
home in the parish. 

Mr. Mumma divided his story into three 
parts, the first being a “Brief History of 
the Entire Evangelical Church.” The sec- 
ond part is a “Brief Explanation of Lu- 
theran Doctrine and Practice and Rela- 
tions with the Outside World.” Part II 
is devoted to the history of the congrega- 
tion. By this threefold classification, St. 
Peter’s congregation has access to the 
larger area of their influence and a pro- 
portionate vision of the field of Christian 
loyalty. 

Much time and skill were devoted to 
pictures of persons whose deep interest in 
Christian discipleship impelled toward 
varied activities. The Bible classes are pic- 
tured effectively as are also the younger 
groups who will inherit what those of these 
and past times have gained and passed on. 
No doubt the coming generations will turn 
to Mr. Mumma’s book for instruction and 
inspiration. He has made a contribution 
of great value to his own parish and writ- 
ten a book which historians of other con- 
gregations will imitate without apology. 


Treasurer of the New 
York Synod 


Tue Executive Committee of the United 
Synod of New York at a meeting in Sep- 
tember unanimously elected as treasurer 
of the synod Mr. Edmund F. Wagner. He 
will fill the unexpired term caused by the 
resignation of Mr. Henry Beisler to serve 
as the treasurer of the ULCA. Mr. Wagner 
has been a valuable member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, and is a faithful mem- 
ber of St. Matthew Church at White Plains, 
N. Y. He heads one of New York City’s 
large real estate corporations. 
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The Pension Muddle 


Ir must be apparent that the Minneapolis 
Convention of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, instead of clarifying the Con- 
tributory Pension Plan, and encouraging 
the Pension Board to put into effect this 
plan as created at the Louisville Conven- 
tion, further complicated matters by pass- 
ing the following resolution: 

“That this convention go on record that 
all congregation and board contributions 
to the Contributory Pension Plan be 
equalized among the beneficiaries after the 
cost of operation, and that the Board of 
Ministerial Pensions and Relief be in- 
structed to prepare an appropriate amend- 
ment to the Constitution and By-laws of 
the Contributory Pension Plan and pre- 
sent it at the next regular convention of 
the United Lutheran Church in America.” 

After a hurried debate, under pressure 
from the president of the convention to 
finish the work and adjourn, the resolution 
was adopted by a vote of 180 to 103; only 
about one-half of the registered delegates 
being present to vote; the others already 
having left the convention. 

It is doubtful whether the full sig- 
nificance of this resolution is fully under- 
stood; and, unfortunately, those who did 
know were not allowed the floor to make 
a full. explanation of what would result. 

If the Board of Ministerial Pensions and 
Relief will comply with the request of this 
resolution and at the next convention of 
the U.L.C.A. present an amendment to the 
By-laws of the existing Pension Plan in the 
proper order as prescribed by said plan; 
and if the next convention of the U. L. 
C. A. will then approve the proposed 
amendment, there will then be set up a 
third pension plan. 

1. The Contributory Pension Plan for all 
those churches or congregations who have 
already joined the plan and all who join 


30 


LETTERS 


the existing plan up to the time of the next 
convention. For all of these there can be 
but one contributory plan, which is the 
existing plan and does not provide that 
congregational and board contributions be’ 
equalized or socialized. Once’ the Pension 
Board enters into such a contract—and it 
is the only contract it can enter into now 
and for two years—the contract cannot be 
abridged or changed to socialize part of 
the funds without the consent of each 
party, and it is doubtful whether pastors 
and congregations will agree to change the 
contract for a poorer contract to them. 

2. The Contributory Plan after the 
above changed By-laws become effective, 
will then socialize all congregational and 
board contributions, and those belonging to 
this plan will not receive as large a pen- 
sion as those of the first plan because the 
board and congregational funds are equal- 
ized, unless the pastors are in the lower 
bracket salaries. Then they will get more. 
According to the present “set-up,” pastors 
with large salaries should enter the plan 
now or within the next two years, for they 
will get all they pay into the fund. Those 
in the lower bracket salary should not 
enter until the change is made, for they 
will then get more than they pay in. ' 

Then there is the third plan for those 
who do not enter the contributory plan 
now or hereafter. These are paid a fixed 
monthly amount from incomes derived 
from the/pension endowment fund aug- 
mented by donations and appropriations 
from the U. L. C. A. apportionments. 

This is a true picture of the pension sit- 
uation in the U. L. C. A. at the present 
time, and it is one that does not reflect a 
great deal of credit to our U. L. C. A, Min- 
isters and congregations are at a loss to 
know just what they should do and at the 
same time the heavy increasing drain on 
the apportionment funds to pay adequate 
pensions may result in dangerous reactions. 
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Last year the pension and relief load of 
the U. L. C. A. amounted to $249,515.70. 
This fund was made up by appropriations 
from the apportionment funds of $189,600; 
$5,000 from the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety, and $54,915.70 from interest and 
other donations. It will thus be noted that 
almost nine cents of the benevolent dollar, 
or 12.6 per cent of the apportionment fund, 
was thus used. From time to time this 
amount must be increased, as the amount 
that can be realized from income from en- 
dowments will decrease, due to lowering of 
interest rates, and the pension load will be 
on the increase even at the present low 
and inadequate rate. 

The Pension Board is doing a fine piece 
of work, and is made up of some of the 
best men we have in the U. L. C. A.; but 
they cannot work out this situation in a 
satisfactory way without our co-operation. 
They, with the help of actuaries, profes- 
sional men and experienced insurance 
men, did set up an ideal plan that after a 
number of years in operation would have 
resulted in but one plan with increased 
pensions for all and the gradual diminish- 
ing of the drain from the apportionment 
dollar to the vanishing point. This plan 
was adopted at the Omaha convention, but 
by order of the Executive Board was never 
put into operation. Instead, they were 
forced to submit another Contributory 
Plan at the Louisville convention and with 
its adoption was created the second pen- 
sion plan as it continued the present re- 
tirement plan for those who would not 
enter the contributory plan adopted. At 
the Minneapolis convention the way was 

_paved for the third plan as told above. 

As an interested layman of the church, 
-I am thoroughly convinced the muddle 
cannot be unscrambled from the floor of 
any convention and that the only way the 
pension question can be settled in a way 
that will do credit to our U. L. C. A. is to 
let the Pension Board present a plan like 
the plan presented at Omaha and then 
have the convention adopt it and put it 
into force. S. W. GRaMLEy. 

Millheim, Pa. 
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Another Instance 


Accorpine to Yank, the Army Weekly, 
soldiers of the Army Service Forces in 
southwest China have been befriending 
the thirty-seven Chinese children, war 
casualties, of the Lutheran Mission School, 
T’ien Kuang. 

Besides supplying American and Chi- 
nese soldiers with the materiel of warfare, 
these mechanics, electricians, truck 
drivers, and warehousemen have con- 
tributed from their small pay to the sup- 
port of the children. 

But the little maimed and blind girls 
probably enjoy more another sign of their 
new foster fathers’ affection. When a GI 
truck passes the school, the driver gives 
two sharp honks of his horn, and the girls 
know they are remembered. 

Sct. WILLIAM PEERY. 

Battle Creek, Mich. 


Wider Circulation Suggested 


At a Mt. Airy Seminary Institute in New 
York several months ago, Dr. T. G. Tap- 
pert presented an informative and inter- 
esting paper about future plans of the’ 
Catholic Church to stamp its own peculiar 
ideology upon our American system. I 
wish that paper might be printed either 
in Tue LurHeran or in the Quarterly. 

Ae: 


Metropolitan New York. At a special 
meeting of the Lutheran Welfare Council 
held September 29, a group of five financial 
trustees was constituted to administer a 
new fund for general distribution among 
the agencies of the Council and as the 
needs of Metropolitan Lutheranism might 
require. 

The trustees are being selected so as to 
represent the various welfare functions 
and synods of the church. Conditions and 
terms governing the distributions are be- 
ing set up. This fund is to take the place 
of the former Campaign Fund and should 
provide a year-round channel to those who 
want their welfare gifts applied to a num- 
ber of Lutheran agencies or the cause as 
a whole. 

The Lutheran Welfare Council maintains 
an office at 105 E. 22d St., New York 10, 
N. Y., and functions as a co-ordinating 
and supervising board. 
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COURAGEOUSLY FACING THE FUTURE 


CHARLES K. FEGLEY Highlights Minneapolis Convention for the 


National Lutheran Council's News Bureau 


A survey of the legislation passed at the 
fourteenth biennial convention of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, in 
session the middle of October at Central 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minn., 
shows that almost as much heed was paid 
to relations and obligations to the world 
as to the internal affairs of the Church. 

Highlights of the sessions include a 
warning to Lutherans against the infection 
of anti-Semitism; a protest to the Federal 
Government against the simplified income 
tax form with its blanket 10 per cent al- 
lowance for “interest, taxes and charities”; 
instruction to the Church officials to for- 
mulate a petition to the Federal Govern- 
ment urging the postponement of plans for 
universal conscription until one year after 
the war; a protest against any thought of 
‘conscription of women; an endorsement of 
the “Inter-Faith Declaration on World 
Peace,” and approval of the “Statement on 
Religious Liberty” issued jointly by the 
Federal Council and the Foreign Missions 
Conference. 

As to internal affairs of the Church, sev- 
eral decisions loom large as portending 
“the shape of things to come.” The 552 
delegates voted a budget of $7,500,000 for 
the years 1945-46-47, almost doubling any 
previous amount sought from the Church; 
and in turn were challenged to present the 
needs of the post-war world in no uncer- 
tain terms to the more than 4,000 congre- 
gations which they represent, so that the 
rank and file of the membership will, be- 
fore the close of this year, understand the 
obligations which the Church has assumed. 

The Lutheran Church of British Guiana, 
which recently achieved autonomy, spon- 
sored by the Board of Foreign Missions, 
was accepted as an associate synod of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, on a 
par with the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in India (admitted in 1926) and 
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the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Japan 
(admitted in 1934). A free conference of 
‘Hungarian and Wendish Lutheran congre- 
gations was granted recognition, with the 
proviso that no separate nationalistic 
synod cutting across the lines of district 
synods should be formed. 

The Board of Education was instructed 
to endeavor to establish a post-graduate 
theological seminary “and to invite other 
Lutheran bodies in America” to partic- 
ipate “in the establishment, support and 
conduct of such a school,” An effort to 
give the church at large control of the 
seminaries to supplant present control by 
district synods was considered untimely, 
but the Executive Board and the Board of 
Education were instructed to study the 
matter and report at the 1946 convention. 

Plans of the Foreign Missions Board 
were approved to repossess, rehabilitate 
and enlarge its missions in China and 
Japan when conditions permit. The Board 
believed that both these countries would 
welcome the church after the war. Dele- 
gates were told that “veteran missionaries, 
well-informed travelers and students of 
Japan are insistent in their claims that a 
defeated Japan, stripped of much of the 
glamor and influence of Shintoism and 
Buddhism, may well become receptive for 
the Good News of pardon, peace and hope, 
and that conditions in China are exceed- 
ingly propitious for a mighty missionary 
invasion.”, In Argentina the Church is 
vexed by mild persecutions growing out of 
Roman Catholic agitation against Prot- 
estant mission activities, but the Lutheran 
Church there, celebrating its twenty-fifth 
anniversary, looks forward to future 
growth and prosperity. India and Liberia 
both reported steady progress, and in Brit- 
ish Guiana the Board has rented, with 
option to buy next spring, an excellent 
privately owned, ideally located, co-edu- 
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cational high school in Georgetown. 

To prepare for the post-war program in 
foreign fields, the Board reported the pres- 
ence in the United States of nationals of 
both sexes, from all fields, for training in 
theology, education, medicine and nursing. 


On the Home Front 

The Board of American Missions re- 
ported that its revolving fund of more than 
$3,000,000 is aiding 762 mission congrega- 
tions to a more secure financial future, 
while 19 new congregations were organized 
during the past biennium and 27 additional 
“rescued and re-established.” Work is done 
in the United States, Canada, Virgin 
Islands, and Puerto Rico, in English, Ice- 
landic, Finnish, German, Slovak, Spanish, 
Hungarian, Italian and Hebrew. 

The Board of Social Missions, in addi- 
tion to arousing the convention to the 
need for social action on the part of the 
whole church, warned against “hasty mar- 
riages and those between persons of dif- 
ferent faiths and races,” and called upon 


all members of the Church to personal 
participation in organizations which com- 
bat “the increasing power manifested by 
organized evils.” 

Progress toward the goal of a united 
Lutheran front in America was forwarded 
by the convention’s approval of the new 
constitution of the National Lutheran 
Council with the closer co-operation in 
missions, education, welfare, press, radio, 
and relationships of church and govern- 
ment which it promises. Consciousness of 
the growing unity of Lutheran bodies was 
evident in all discussions. The convention 
met in a magnificent church loaned by the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, 
and was addressed by the heads of three 
sister bodies having their headquarters in 
Minneapolis—Augustana Synod, Norwe- 
gian Lutheran Church, and Lutheran Free 
Church. The changing picture was empha- 
sized when President T. O. Burntvedt, 
head of the latter body, declared: “We 
used to live in blissful and_ sanctified 
ignorance of one another!” 


“Minnig,” a heifer calf, “<< 
stands between her own- 
ers, Dr. Ross Stover, pas- 
tor of Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
and Mr. Ellwood Bow- 
man, director of the Divi- 
sion of Church Extension 
in the U. L. C. A. This is 
the first heifer of a herd 
of cows which the United 
Lutheran Church plans 

,to ship to Europe after 
the war. Dr. Stover and 
Mr. Bowman are sharing 
the expense of raising 
“Minnie” on a Pennsyl- 
vania farm. They hope 
that scores of Lutherans 
will make similar plans 
so that a herd of one 
thousand fine cows will 
be ready for this benev- 
olent action of the Church. 
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Louisville Convention's Special 


Reapers will recall a resolution proposed by Dr. 
Oscar F. Blackwelder at the ULCA’s thirteenth annual 
convention to send milch cows to Europe after the war 
to feed the babies. 
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News of the Lutheran Church in Eastern Canada 


“CANADIAN CAMEO” makes its appearance 
among the news letters of THE LUTHERAN 
in an effort to fill a big gap in the news 
about the Lutheran Church in Canada. 
The situation in the west—the Manitoba 
Synod—is being ably presented by Dr. N. 
Willison. The activities of the Nova Scotia 
Synod on the east coast are reported reg- 
ularly by Donglas Conrad. “Canadian 
Cameo” will present a “carving in relief”— 
highlights and sidelights—of the Canada 
Synod, largest of the U. L. C. synods in 
the Dominion, whose territory covers the 
province of Ontario and a fringe of Quebec. 

The “highlight” for October was un- 
doubtedly the inauguration of Dr. H. Leh- 
mann as president of Waterloo College 
and Seminary. This has already been re- 
ported. We here want to add that his in- 
augural address, “The Lutheran Church 
and Canadian Culture,’ is available in 
printed form. Under the new president’s 
leadership the “Seminary Bulletin” has 
been revived. The first issue has, among 
other things, an article by Dr. C. H. Little 
on “One Canadian Lutheran Church.” It 
reviews the Intersynodical Conference of 
last May, and announces another for No- 
vember 21 in St. Paul’s Church (Missouri), 
Kitchener. 


Youth Gatherings 

The Thanksgiving week-end—Thanks- 
giving Day in Canada is celebrated the 
second Monday in October—is a favorite 
time for Luther League conventions. The 
Hanover District met in St. Matthew's, 
Hanover, the Rev. E. F. Sterz pastor; 
Stratford District at St. Peter’s, Milverton, 
the Rev. E. J. Treusch pastor; Kitchener 
District at St. Paul’s, Bridgeport, the Rev. 
S. J. Wittig pastor; and Eastern District 
at Zion, Pembroke, the Rev. J. Hamester 
pastor.. Such themes as “The Master Call- 
eth for Thee,” “The Mind of Christ,” and 
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“Let Christ In” show how the youth of the 
day are thinking. 


® The Hamilton Conference met in St. 
Matthew’s, Welland, the Rev. F. C. Mueller 
pastor, October 26. It was a fine meeting, 
characterized by much information and 
discussion on various phases of Lutheran 
unity. “The Situation of the Lutheran 
Churches in England,” a paper prepared 
and read originally by Pastor Kramm be- 
fore a group of Lutheran pastors in Eng- 
land, was heard with much interest. It 
described the relationships of the vari- 
ous nationalistic Lutheran churches on 
English soil, and evaluated the hope— 
somewhat remote—of a United Lutheran 
Church in England. “On the Threshold,” 
indicated Pastor W. A. Mehlenbacher’s ap- 
praisal of the Saskatoon Conference and 
the possibility of establishing a Canadian 
Lutheran Council. “It’s here in spirit,” he 
said. “It is now only a matter of organiza- 
tion.” 

The conference had the rare privilege 
of hearing “ear-witness” reports of the 
three recent major Lutheran Church con- 
ventions. The Rev. P. P. Wilt of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church at Ridgeway, 
Ontario, told of approval of his parent 
body for a Canadian Lutheran Council and 
for “selective fellowship.” The Rev. A. 
Rathke of the Missouri Synod church at 
St. Catharine’s was of the opinion, from 
his observations at the Saginaw conven- 
tion, that his church would join the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council at its next con- 
vention. Dr. J. H. Reble characterized the 
Minneapolis convention as “not restless, 
but lively,” and spoke words of tribute 
to the retiring president of the U. L. C., 
Dr. F. H. Knubel. Dr. A. M. Knudsen, who 
addressed the conference on Home Mis- 
sions, added a few words from his personal 
knowledge of President-elect F. C. Fry, D.D. 
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The Rev. Norman Berner preached the 
communion sermon on “The Pause that 
Refreshes.” He succeeds the Rev. W. A. 
Mehlenbacher as conference president. The 
Rev. F. C. Mueller is secretary-treasurer. 

The “congregation of the month” is St. 
Matthew’s, Welland, whose pastor and 
people, according to the president of the 
synod, Dr. J. H. Reble, are “going places 
for the Lord.” Organized in 1876, it never 
did “get going” until the pastorate of the 
late S. W. Gartung. Pastor S. (“Dad”) 
Cooper then served for five years until his 
temporary retirement from the ministry. 
He was succeeded by the Rev. F. C. 

~ Mueller under whose energetic leadership 
the congregation, long a mission, has come 
to the point of self-support. Congratula- 
tions! 

Though the Ladies’ Aides of the various 
congregations have no synodical organiza- 
tion, they do come together once a year for 
a rally. This year it was in St. Matthew’s, 


Kitchener, John Schmieder, D.D., pastor. 
Dr. H. T. Lehmann was the principal 
speaker. Offerings and gifts totaling nearly 
$400 will be divided equally between the 
Lutheran Summer Camp and the Canadian 
Lutheran Commission for War Services. 


Sidelights 

W. A. Mehlenbacher and the choir of 
Trinity, Hamilton, were featured on the 
C. B. C. coast-to-coast “Church of the Air” 
broadcast on Reformation Sunday. .. . 
St. Paul’s, Galt, the Rev. Harry Lossing 
pastor; St. James, Hespeler, the Rev. Alvin 
Baetz pastor; and St. Peter’s, Preston, the 
Rev. W. H. Knauff pastor, united in a joint 
Reformation service with Dr. H. T, Leh- 
mann as preacher. Miss Clara Bernhardt, 
well-known Preston Lutheran poetess, 
read a poem composed especially for the 
occasion, .. . The Stewardship Committee 
of Synod has issued a little folder, “Three 
Books: Knowledge, Worship, Service.” 


. oF ML oiert of East Ohio 


Women’s Meetings Figure Largely in Ohio Synod 


The Missionary Society of the Eastern 
Conference of the Synod of Ohio is made 
up of a very enthusiastic group of women. 
Its recent twenty-fourth annual conven- 
tion, attended by more than five hundred 
delegates and visitors, is an illustration of 
this fact. Its enthusiasm, embodied in its 
president, Mrs. Harry C. Frank of Can- 
ton, was stirred to a new high by the in- 

' spired address of Mrs. Paul Knauss, pres- 
ident of the Ohio Synod’s society. Two 
addresses by Miss Catherine Stirewalt kept 
the convention on this high plane. Mis- 
sionary Martin L. Dolbeer, Rajahmundry, 
India, in a splendid address, placed em- 
phasis upon the convention theme, “The 
Church Must Live.” The convention hymn 
was Margaret Seebach’s “Thy Kingdom 
Come.” A very refreshing “shower” fell 
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upon the convention Wednesday morning 
resulting in a harvest of more than $1,000. 


Franklin C. Fry, D.D., pastor of Trinity 
Church, Akron, Ohio, and president-elect of 
the U. L. C. A., brought the story of the 
Minneapolis Convention to the Tuscarawas 
County Lutherans in a county-wide meet- 
ing which was held in the Strasburg 
Church November 8. 


The recent County Lutheran Federation 
dinner, held in the Dover church and at- 
tended by above five hundred men and 
women, was addressed by the Rev. Dan 
Weigle Nicely, pastor of South Church, 
Concord, N. H. John Sisson of Bolivar was 
elected president; Culver Bair of New 
Philadelphia, secretary; S. A. Smith of 
Shanesville, treasurer. 
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Increased Enrollments 

With few exceptions college and univer- 
sity enrollments throughout the state are 
slightly better than in recent years. Ohio 
State, for example, had an increase for its 
autumn quarter of more than 1,700 over 
last year’s figure for the same date. About 
150 of the present group are veterans of the 
war returning to classes under provision 
of the new G. I. Bill of Rights. 

The autumn meeting of the Lutheran 
Women’s Federation of Tuscarawas County 
was held in Emmanuel Church, New 
Philadelphia, and was attended by 130 
women leaders of our county churches. 
The address was given by Mrs. Edward T. 
Horn of Canton. She spoke of Christian 
work in Japan in view of the present mil- 
itary situation in that country. Mrs. E. P. 
Scharf is president. The Federation en- 
thusiastically agreed to back the Dea- 
coness Educational movement gaining mo- 
mentum through the Church. 

Encouraging features of county churches 
as reported in this meeting are: Swmmer 
confirmation classes in St. James and St. 
Peter’s, Tuscarawas Parish, Beach City 
and Strasburg, and in the Stone Creek 
Parish. This latter parish presents to each 
confirmand a Common Service Book. 

Bequests: Chili Church, Stone Creek 


These ten young 
men are enrolled at 
the Chaplains’ School 
at the Lutheran The- 
ological Seminary at 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Parish, $4,000, by Miss Mary Hecker, a 
friend of the church; St. Paul’s, New- 
comerstown, $1,000; also $5,000 for Oes- 
terlen Orphans’ Home; 130 copies of the 
Common Service Book have been placed 
in the pews of this church. 

Anniversaries: St. Paul’s, Bolivar, the 
Rev. George F. Dittmar pastor, observed 
its one hundredth anniversary October 8. 
Addresses were given by Conference Pres- 
ident M. G. Bishop and the Rev. Walden 
Holl. One hundred years ago work was 
begun in this field by Solomon Ritz. 
Twenty-six pastors have succeeded him, 
three of whom have had “second terms,” 
and one “three terms.” Trinity, Magnolia, 
the Rev. Gerald G. North pastor, a grad- 
uate of Hamma Divinity School of 1943. 
This church was organized in April 1844 
by Solomon Ritz. There have been twenty- 
six pastors including the present one. 

The new Missionary Society was organ- 
ized in the North Industry Church, Mag- 
nolia Parish. Seven life memberships 
were taken out for members of the mis- 
sionary societies in the Stone Creek Parish. 


The Shanesville church shared in the 
honors recently bestowed upon Dr. C., E. 
Rice, pastor emeritus, Bellefontaine, and 
Prof. L. H. Larimer retiring from his pro- 
fessorship at Hamma. Both of these men 
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were former pastors at Shanesville. New 
Philadelphia has entered upon a campaign 
for a new organ which will be placed as 
soon as peace is declared. Church reded- 
ications were reported in New Philadel- 
phia, Coshocton, and Strasburg. 


To both great conventions~of the Lu- 
theran Church held in October—A. L. C. 
at Sandusky, U. L. C. at Minneapolis—Ohio 
opened its eager ears through radio sta- 
tions at Lima, Marion, and’ Warren. Other 
stations contributing results of these meet- 
ings were: WIBC, WHAS, WJAC, WWVA. 


Two Lutheran groups, the American and 
the United Lutheran Churches, of Canton 
and vicinity gave a great audience to the 
message of President Paul H. Roth of the 
Northwestern Theological Seminary, Min- 
neapolis, on the evening of October 31. 
No worthier speaker. could have been 
chosen to present Protestant Reformation 
than Dr. Roth. 


Silver Anniversary 


_ Convention 


Tue twenty-fifth annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Indiana Synod met in St. Paul’s Church, 
Richmond, Ind., Albert H, Keck, D.D., pas- 
tor, October 19 and 20. The theme of the 
convention was “Christian Love.” The 
Communion Service was conducted by 
Dr. Keck, and the sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Frank C. Hurst, pastor of First 
Church, Richmond. The Sacrament was 
administered to 144 persons. 

The convention was formally opened by 
ithe president, Mrs. J. A. Swihart. The Rev. 


Robert H. Daube explained and urged co- 


operation in holding Schools of Missions 
throughout the synod, since these schools 
are designed to reach the whole congrega- 
tion and not only mission-minded groups. 

Two new societies were admitted to 
membership: Holy Trinity Guild of South 
Bend and Grace Women’s Society of 
Logansport. 

Vespers Thursday evening were con- 
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ducted by Dr. Keck with an address by 
Sister Rachel Reichart of Puerto Rico. The 
Lutheran Church has worked in the island 
since 1898. Finding the people very poor, 
the Church at first pursued the policy of 
giving everything to them without cost or 
return of any kind. The result was dis- 
interest and carelessness. Now each one 
is expected to pay something for what he 
receives and to give to the support of the 
Church as he is able. They are progress- 
ing remarkably well under this plan and 
continue to better themselves. There are 
now fourteen congregations in the mission 
and 88 per cent of the confirmed members 
are also communing members. 

Convention devotions were led by Mrs. 
F. B. Herzel, a member of the W. M. S. 
Literature Committee, based on “A New 
Commandment” and “A New Fellowship.” 
Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, president of the 
W. M. S., the speaker of the afternoon, 
stated that our national organization has a 
membership of 65,000 in 3,000 societies, yet 
this great army embraces only 15 per cent 
of the women of the ULCA. The national 
budget is $387,000 annually. 

The Love Gift presented by the societies 
totaled about $600, and an additional $500 
was voted from the state treasury, making 
Indiana’s contribution $1,100, still a little 
under the quota. 

A beautiful memorial service was con- 
ducted by Mrs. August Nierman for the 
fifteen members who have entered the 
Church Triumphant during the past year. 
Reports of the heads of Departments of 
Work were most encouraging. In every 
phase of the work, except Box Work, 
there was a substantial increase, some 
doubling last year’s totals. The Life and 
In Memoriam shower became a cloudburst 
with 89 Life Memberships and 11 In Memo- 
riam memberships, totaling $1,115. 

A fitting close to the convention was the 
Silver Anniversary banquet at which Mrs. 
A. H. Keck was toastmistress. Three pres- 
idents since the merger were in attend- 
ance and spoke briefly: Mrs. E. V. Ander- 
son, Mrs. Allen K. Trout and Mrs. J. A. 
Swihart. Mrs. Harvey S. Lawrence. 
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Renate Synod Vhews 


Rejoicing and Sympathy Excited in “The Sunflower State” 


GREETINGS, congratulations, and _ best 
wishes were extended to Dr. and Mrs. 
Fuller Bergstresser, of Abilene, Kansas, 
the evening of October 15. The occasion 
was the fiftieth anniversary of Dr. Berg- 
stresser’s ordination to the gospel min- 
istry. A brief reception was held before 
the anniversary program in_ Trinity 
Church. 

The anniversary program opened with 
an organ prelude played by Mrs. Florence 
Buenning. A welcome was given by Harold 
Eicholtz, president of the church council. 
A brief history of Trinity Church and the 
ministry of Dr. Bergstresser was read by 
C. L. Brainard. There was a piano and 
organ duet by Mrs. Norman Sherman and 
Mrs. Buenning, and a choir number di- 
rected by Mrs. Sherman. Short talks were 
made by the Rev. David Townley, a neigh- 
bor; C. W. Wheller, representing the Cham- 
ber of Commerce; M. H. Malott, on behalf 
of the Rotary Club; Mrs. J. E. Johntz, 
speaking for the women’s organizations; 
and the Rev. C. O. Bickel, pastor of the 
Evangelical Church, brought greetings and 
best wishes from the Abilene Ministerial 
Alliance. The program concluded with a 
number by the ladies’ choir assisted by 
Paul Gassat, soloist. W. C. Grigg, speak- 
ing as a member of the congregation, pre- 
sented Dr. Bergstresser with a gift. Miss 
Addie B. Over, speaking for the Lutheran 
women, presented Mrs. Bergstresser with 
a gift. Dr. Bergstresser attended Coe Col- 
lege, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and was grad- 
uated from Gettysburg Seminary. His first 
pastorate was at Bethel Church, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., 1890-1900. He then came to 
Abilene. In 1909 he went to Grace Church, 
Lincoln, Nebr., and later to St. Peter’s 
Church, Middletown, Pa. He returned to 
Abilene in 1928. 

Following the anniversary program a re- 
ception was held in the Sunday school 
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By Rozsert E. Gaston 


room at which Mrs. O, B. Landes and Mrs. 
Clio Woodard presided. 


Three Generations at Midland College 

It’s nothing strange when a Midland Col- 
lege student is a son or daughter of a for- 
mer Midlander, but when it’s three gen- 
erations, that’s news. 

The third generation at Midland this 
year is Lois Lockstrom of Lindsborg, Kan. 
The first generation is Dr. E. E. Stauffer, 
pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Wichita, and 
former president of Midland College 1919- 
1922. The second generation is Mrs. Karl 
Lockstrom, Lois’ mother, who before her 
marriage was Miss Madge Stauffer. 

Dr. Stauffer attended Midland when it 
was located in Atchison, Kan., studied for 
the ministry, and served as president of 
Midland during the first three years after 
it was moved to Fremont, Nebr. In 1922 
he accepted a call to St. Paul’s Church, 
Wichita, and has remained as pastor of the 
congregation ever since. 

Madge Stauffer was a senior in Mid- 
land’s academy when her father became 
its president. She was graduated with the 
class of 1924. She is an accomplished 
violinist and was very popular on the; 
campus. 


Subscription Campaign Delayed 

Because of the untimely death of the 
Rev. Paul B. Close, news letter writer for 
Tue LuTHERAN from the Kansas Synod, the 
annual canvass in the congregations of 
synod was delayed this year. Pastor Sam- 
uel W. Jensen, Trinity Church, Sedalia, 
Mo., has been appointed by President 
Whittecar to direct the subscription cam- 
paign in the synod. 

Five congregations have enrolled to in- 
crease the number of subscribers to THE: 
LUTHERAN, official paper of the ULCA.: St. 
John’s, Wellington, Kan.; St. Luke’s, Fort! 
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Smith, Ark.; Zion, Hutchinson, Kan.; Trin- 
ity, Kansas City, Kan.; and _ Trinity, 
Sedalia, Mo. Other pastors are expected 
to enroll their congregations during No- 
vember and aim at securing 5 per cent of 


their confirmed membership as readers of 
THE LUTHERAN. 


President Whittecar has appointed the 
Rev. Robert E. Gaston of Eureka reporter 
to THe LUTHERAN. 
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“Not Slothful” Applicable to Pastors and Congregations 


Tue fall meeting of the German Confer- 
ence, held on October 27, at St. Jacobus 
Church, was well attended. Eight congre- 
gations were represented by lay delegates. 

The special feature of the gathering was 
a testimonial dinner given by the Confer- 
ence in honor of the Rev. Dr. Henry Offer- 
mann, distinguished New Testament scholar 
and, until his retirement as of November 1, 
professor at the Philadelphia Seminary. 
Arrangements for the dinner were made 
by a committee of former students of Dr. 
Offermann, headed by the Rev. F. O. Evers 
- of Baltimore. The principal speaker for the 

occasion was the Rev. Dr. Paul J. Hoh, 

who represented the seminary faculty. For 
the Committee on German Interests of the 

United Lutheran Church, the Rev. H. A. 

Kropp of Brooklyn spoke. The Rev. Dr. 
E. E. Fischer spoke on behalf of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania, of which body 
Dr. Offermann is Senior. The conference 
presented a framed portrait of Dr. Offer- 
mann to President Luther D. Reed, who 
received it on behalf of the seminary. It 
will be placed in the Library. Fittingly, a 
bouquet of red roses was given Mrs. 
_ Offermann. 


October 22 Christus Church, Camden, 
N. J., celebrated the thirtieth anniversary 
of their pastor, the Rev. W. F. Hinkeldey. 
To a packed church, the Rev. Martin O. 
Dietrich preached the English sermon, and 
the Rev. Henry W. Harms, president of the 
German Conference, preached the German 
sermon. During his pastorate at Christus, 
Pastor Hinkeldey has reduced the indebt- 
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edness from $55,000 to $8,000. At a recep- 
tion in his honor October 25, the pastor 
was presented with a gift of money. 


Reception for Chaplain Huntington 

For the past few years Lt.-Col. Park W. 
Huntington has been serving as chaplain 
with our armed forces in the South Pacific. 
At present he is on furlough, and awaiting 
further assignment. Recently Chaplain 
Huntington was given a reception by St. 
Stephen's Church, Wilmington, Del., of 
which he is still the pastor. Present were 
dignitaries of city and state, a WAC chorus 
from the New Castle Air Base, the neigh- 
boring Lutheran pastors and Catholic 
priest, and a number of other high-ranking 
chaplains. The Rev. William Ebert, Jr., is 
St. Stephen’s associate pastor. 

Delaware’s Governor Bacon cited Chap- 
lain Huntington as one of the state’s out- 
standing men; Wilmington’s mayor, the 
Hon. Albert W. James, said that he would 
return as one of the leaders of the city; 
the Rev. W. Chester Hill, in bringing the 
greetings of the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania, pointed out how greatly the Minis- 
terium appreciates the courageous work of 
her chaplains; Father Tucker of St. An- 
thony’s Parish, a close friend of Chaplain 
Huntington, amusingly referred to St. 
Stephen’s members as “The lost sheep of 
St. Anthony’s Parish.” He expressed his 
deep appreciation of the spiritual care 


‘given to Catholic boys in the South Pacific 


by the chaplain. 
Dr. Huntington himself gave the main 
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address of the evening. He emphasized the 
solid work done by missionaries in the 
Pacific Islands. Not only did his duties in- 
clude spiritual oversight of the boys, but 
he also advised and assisted them with 
regard to this world’s goods. He helped 
boys to send home 8,000 checks to parents 
and wives and for savings accounts, 


amounting to $500,000. A social hour fol- 


lowed the more formal service. 


Immanuel Church in West Philadelphia 
is conducting the choicest kind of building 
program. She has a “Membership Commit- 
tee,” composed at present of thirty-three 
adults, which has been doing the kind of 
work that merits our Lutheran Church’s 
calling itself “Evangelical.” These people 
visit members and non-members for the 
following purposes: to find out why a 
member has become lax or indifferent in 
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attendance; to determine why a member 
has failed to commune; to visit the ill and 
shut-in; to make friendly visits to active 
members; to invite the prospective mem- 
ber to church services. The pastor is the 
Rev. Richard C. Klick. 


Another of this city’s 31-year-old 
churches, Immanuel in Burholme, finds it 
imperative to engage a full-time parish 
worker, Miss Catherine Beck. She was in- 
stalled October 29. She is a native of 
Doylestown, an alumna of the Baltimore 
Motherhouse and worker at the Lutheran 
Settlement House for the past eight years. 
Her work will include that of a secretary, 
visiting, and teaching. 

Immanuel, with nearly 700 communing 
members, is the Rev. Charles J. Harris’ 
first pastorate. He went there in June, 
1943, from the Philadelphia Seminary. 


Tribute Paid the “Mother Church” at Lunenburg 


The Rose Bay Parish has recently been 
celebrating some special anniversaries. At 
Feltzen South, St. John’s Church observed 
the fifty-sixth anniversary of its organiza- 
tion, when the guest speaker was the Rev. 
Louis Bald of Zion Church, Lunenburg. 
Pastor Bald also brought greetings from 
the mother church of Lutheranism in Nova 
Scotia. The first general people’s meeting 
was held January 25, 1888, and the church 
was dedicated December 31, 1888. Before 
the Lutheran people of Feltzen South 
were organized into a congregation, they 
went to Lunenburg to worship. Later they 
went to Rose Bay to the Union Church, 
where the Presbyterians and Lutherans 
held services. In those days Lutheran pas- 
tors from Lunenburg came to serve them. 


St. Mark’s Church, Middle LaHave, cele- 
brated its fifty-seventh anniversary. Pas- 
tor Bald was the guest speaker at the af- 
ternoon service October 15. In the evening 
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the service was conducted by the pastor, 
the Rev. Arnold Conrad, who spoke on 
the topic, “What of the Future.” Here 
again, before the organization of the con- 
gregation, the people went to Lunenburg 
to worship, which was quite some distance 
away. This congregation was organized and 
its first meeting held January 28, 1887. For 
the next fifteen years the Lutherans and 
Presbyterians worshiped in the Union 
Church. Under the pastorate of Dr. Jacob 
Maurer, the cornerstone of the present 
church was laid July 14, 1901, and the 
church was completed and dedicated Jan- 
uary 19, 1902. Recently Pastor Conrad or- 
ganized a Luther League. 


News of the ULCA Convention 

The pastors of the synod were given an 
account of the proceedings of the conven- 
tion of the ULCA at Minneapolis by the — 
president of synod, the Rev. C. H. Whit- — 
teker, who was the official delegate of 
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the synod. The meeting took place at the 
Mahone Bay parsonage and was attended 
by all the pastors of the synod, and the 
Rev. B. Hindal, pastor of the Norwegian 
Seamen’s Church at Halifax. 


The Church of the Resurrection at Hali- 
fax again held two stewardship meetings, 
when the financial plans for the year 1945 
were thoroughly discussed and a report 
was given for the current year. Receipts 
are considerably ahead of the same period 
' of last year. A larger number of members 
are attending these meetings each year. 

A special service was held Thanksgiving 
Day, October 9, when, in spite of a very 
heavy rainstorm, a goodly number of the 
people of the church came to render 
thanks to Almighty God for His blessings 
during the past year. The service was in 
charge of Pastor Douglas Conrad. 

After the death of Lord Baden-Powell 
some three years ago, Lord Somers was 
appointed Chief Scout for the British Em- 
pire. He passed away recently and the 
third Sunday of October was observed as 
a day when memorial services were held 
throughout the Empire by Scouts and 
Cubs. The Thirty-fourth Halifax Cub 
Pack and Scout Troop of Resurrection 
Church attended the morning service with 
the pastor as leader, showed their sorrow 
at the passing of their leader by devoting 
part of the service to his memory. 

An enthusiastic group of married people 
gathered recently in the Church Hall to 
organize a society in which they could do 
some work for the church in the city. A 
fine slate of officers was elected and plans 
made for the coming months. The society 
decided to take over the arrangement of 
the social hours, which are held after the 
Vesper services for the entertainment of 
all men and women in uniform. 

The troop and patrol leaders of the 
Thirty-fourth Halifax Scout Troop were 
recently privileged to hear Mr. J. Harold 
Williams, Rhode Island member of the ex- 
ecutive of the Boy Scouts of America. Mr. 
Williams was very entertaining, and be- 
came quite popular with the boys. 
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Pittsburgh Synod 
News 


By Gerorce E. Litter 


A branch Sunday School of Calvary 
Church, Natrona Heights, was organized 
September 17 by Pastor W. T. Wilson and 
his helpers. It has fifty pupils, and meets 
in the offices of the W. R. Furer Dairy, 
Saxonburg Road. At Natrona Heights, the 
“Progressive Class” has assumed the sup- 
port of the Arepalli Lutheran congregation 
and school of our India Mission. It will 
cost about $60 a year. 


Preparing for the coming of Pastor 
Werner Eberbach from Harrisburg to his 
new pastorate, the New Kensington- 
Tarentum Parish, repairs and renovations 
were made at the parsonage to the amount 
of $800. These included papering, painting, 
new lighting fixtures, and a new furnace 
with electric blower. 


At Bethlehem Church, Mt. Royal Blwd., 
Etna, there is a half-hour prayer service 
each day, Monday through Friday, at 9 
A. M. On the altar is a memorial lamp, 
in recognition of the members in the 
armed forces. This will burn each day 
until they return. It was presented by the 
Women’s Missionary Society. 


Church Extension at Work 

During the past fifty years a total of ap- 
proximately $100,000 has been saved for 
various missions of the Pittsburgh area as 
a result of loans from the Lutheran Church 
Extension Society of Pittsburgh. Funds 
are repaid to the society, and almost at 
once they are at work again, loaned out 
to another mission congregation. The so- 
ciety celebrated its fiftieth anniversary on 
November 20, at First Church, Pittsburgh. 
Speaker of the evening is to be the Rev. 
G. E. Swoyer, D.D., Mansfield, Ohio, for- 
mer well-known pastor in Pittsburgh. 
Plans have been made for a “Festival of 
Song” for the singing of old-favorite hymns, 
with accompaniment from organ, piano and 
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If so, please be assured that we 
are striving in every way possible 
to print on regular schedule even 
with a greatly reduced force of 
experienced employees. Wartime 
transportation is subject to fre- 
quent and unforeseen delays. Late 
delivery of “The Lutheran” means 
that your area has been thus af- 
fected. Insofar as possible, we shall 
continue to strive to overcome 
delays. 


Occasionally copies for sale at 
the church may reach you late. If 
so, do not return them, but try to 
sell them the following Sunday. 
Wartime conditions require your 
co-operation in this way. 


THANK YOU! 


a quartet of horns. It is fitting here to 
make special mention of Mr. H. W. Bikle, 
the only charter member still living and 
still active on the Board. Throughout the 
half century he has been the most con- 
stant and most ardent promoter of the 
work of the Church Extension Society. A 
member of First Church, Pittsburgh, he 
stands out as a splendid example of what 
a consecrated layman can accomplish, 
New carpet costing over $700 was re- 
cently laid in St. John Church, Swissvale, 
the Rev, F. C. Sternat pastor, That in the 
chancel was presented by Mr. Karl Baur 
in memory of his father, while the Ladies’ 
Aid Society assumed the cost of the other, — 


Mt. Lebanon Church during the five 
years that the Rev. J. Bender Miller has 
been pastor, has increased in communicant 
membership from 181 to 344, and reduced 
its interest-bearing debt from $36,400 to 
slightly above $20,000. On his anniversary, 
October 1, a special offering of $600 was 
received as the initial step in liquidating 
the $18,000 first mortgage. 
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The Passavant Hospital, Pittsburgh, now 
has the brightest outlook in many years, 
with the last of a large debt paid off. This 
was made possible as a result of substan- 
tial gifts received recently from interested 
citizens. Nurses’ quarters are needed, and 
the hospital will next launch a building 
program to that end. 


Completing his pastorate at St. John 
Church, East Liverpool, Ohio, the Rev. 
J. E. Kindsvatter took up his new duties 
as pastor of Zion Church, Wooster, Ohio, 
October 1. He was also president of the 
West Conference. 


The Rev. Ralph Baker of Gettysburg ac- 
cepted a call to become pastor of the 
Saegertown-Venango Parish, Crawford 
County, November 1. 


The Rev, H. J. Behrens of the Shippen- 
ville -Parish, has accepted a call, effective 
November 15, to the Scenery Hill Parish, 
Washington County. 


Trinity Church, Freeport, has recently 
purchased a lot adjoining the church. This 
will be landscaped and thus add much to 
the beauty of the church surroundings. 
The congregation now looks forward to the 
erection of a new parsonage, either on this 
site or at some other suitable location. 
Pastor B, R. Shaffer and a committee of 
fifty persons, representing the various 
age groups in the parish, are conducting 
a Program of Evangelism. It is entitled 
the “Three M Program” (Men Matching 
the Master). Trinity Church is also taking 
an active part in the new interdenomina- 
tional Leadership Education School in 
Freeport. Pastor Shaffer has been reap- 
pointed the synod's director of Lutheran 
World Action, 


Reformation Service in 
Albany, N.Y. 


Caine attention to the fact that three- 
fourths of the time since Luther lived his 
spiritual followers have witnessed for 
Christ in the Hudson Valley area of New 
York State, F. Eppling Reinartz, D.D,, of 
Philadelphia, Pa. Promotional Secretary 
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for the ULCA, addressed 400 representa- 
tives from Lutheran congregations of 
Albany, N. Y., and that vicinity at a spe- 
cial afternoon service October 29. With 
the co-operative sponsorship of the Cap- 
ital District Lutheran Pastors’ Association 
and the Eastern District Luther League, 
the annual pilgrimage of Lutherans to the 
joint service commemorating the Refor- 
mation was brought to the church housing 
' the historic congregation of the First Lu- 
theran Church in the city of Albany, where 
it is recorded Lutherans resided in 1643. 

Dr. Reinartz spoke on “The Inheritance 
and Destiny of Lutherans in America.” A 
chorus of sixty voices from Lutheran 
choirs of the area sang two anthems. Dr. 
Chalmers E. Frontz, pastor of the host 
church, was liturgist. 

The proceeds of the offering will be 
given to the Conference Home Mission 
project—the raising of $2,500 for a new 
building for Second Lutheran Church, 
Schenectady, N. Y. L. S. STRALEY. 


Golden Anniversary 


Tue fiftieth anniversary of. the Brother- 
hood of First Lutheran Church, Louisville, 
Ky., was celebrated by a banquet in the 
social rooms of the church October 27, 
with 175 guests present. A splendid Ken- 
tucky turkey dinner with all the trim- 
mings was served by the ladies of the 
church, after which an entertainment con- 
sisting of a recitation by Miss Carolyn 
Baldwin; greetings from the president of 
‘the Brotherhood of the ULCA, L. F. Speck- 
man; the president of the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Synodical Brotherhood, Frank 
Richterkessing; Pastor Arthur M. Huffman; 
and the president of the church council 
and each auxiliary. 

A historical tableau portraying the activ- 
ities of the old Luther Union, now the 
Brotherhood of the First Lutheran Church, 
was presented by the Brotherhood under 
the direction of Frank Richterkessing. 

Mr. William G. Hagman, one of the orig- 
inal charter members of the old Luther 
Union and always active in Brotherhood 
work, brought greetings. A birthday cake 
of 120 slices was cut at $1.00 per slice. A 
feature of the occasion was the presence 
of the president of the Brotherhood of the 
ULCA, the president of the Brotherhood 
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of the Kentucky-Tennessee Synod, and 
the president of the Brotherhood of First 
Lutheran Church, all members of the same 
Brotherhood. Pastor Huffman brought a 
timely message on “Golden Goals.” 


A Pastor's Gift 


Toledo, Ohio. Glenwood Church, Dr. 
Alvin E. Bell pastor, and the Rev. Kenneth 
E. Wilt assistant pastor, on October 8 
voted to designate its present church 
building “The Leamer Chapel” in honor 
of the Rev. and Mrs. Fremont E. Leamer 
under whose ministry the congregation 
was organized and the present church 
erected in 1901 and who served it until 
1918. In 1931 the congregation honored 
its first pastor and founder by making 
him their pastor emeritus. In appreciation 
of the action of the congregation in thus 
honoring him and Mrs. Leamer, Pastor 
Leamer has presented the congregation 
with $1,200, one hundred dollars for each 
of his twelve years of service to the con- 
gregation, the gift to be used to beautify 
the chancel with a new pulpit, altar, 
lectern, credence table, hymn board and 
wainscot paneling in the chancel. 
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Ohio Women Meet 


Tue five Lutheran churches of Mansfield, 
Ohio, were hosts to the twelfth convention 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Synod of Ohio. The sessions were held in 
First Church, G. E. Swoyer, D.D., pastor. 

The theme of the convention was, “Give 
and Live.” Mrs. Paul Knauss, president, 
presided at all sessions with the exception 
of the Communion Service, which was con- 
ducted by George W. Miley, D.D., presi- 
dent of the Synod of Ohio, assisted by 
Herbert S. Garnes, D.D., and Charles F. 
Sheriff, D.D. 

It was a real privilege and honor to 
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Orchestrations for the Parish School Hymnal, 
particularly Volume 3. Write: Rev. August 
Schneider, 250 Church Street, Chillicothe, Ohio. 
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have several missionaries on furlough pres- 
ent. Miss Pauline Ziegler from Liberia and 
Miss Erva Moody from China brought in- 
teresting accounts of their work. Mrs. 
William Gable told many interesting things 
about the American Indian and urged us 
to study the suggested Mission Study books 
for this year. 

Mrs. C. W. Baker, Jr., Vice-president of 
the ULCA Women’s Missionary Society, 
spoke on the theme, “Our Task,” and Mrs. 
H. S. Bechtolt, statistician for the ULCA 
Women’s Missionary Society, spoke on, “A 
Christian World in the Making.” Miss 
Frances Dysinger, executive secretary of 
the Lutheran Inner Mission Society of 
Washington, D.C., brought a message on 
the theme, “A Dangerous Question.” 

A dramatization depicting the “Life and 
Work of Dr. Mary Baer,” written by Mrs. 
George Weissling of Wapakoneta, Ohio, 
was presented. The women of the Ohio 
Synod have given $5,000 as a memorial to 
Miss Baer, to build a dispensary, a ma- 
ternity section, and a doctor’s house at 
the Dr. Mary Baer Hospital in Chirala, 
India. 

Among distinguished guests attending 
the convention was Mrs. Swihart, president 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Indiana Synod. 

The officers elected for the coming trien- 
nium are: President, Mrs. Paul Knauss, 
Marion; vice-president, Mrs. J. A. Fehr, 
Salem; recording secretary, Mrs. I. S. 
Perry, Mansfield; statistical secretary, Mrs. 
Carl Watson, Findley; treasurer, Mrs. M. 
D. Levengood, Columbus. 


Gleanings from Speakers 

“What we are is God’s gift to us. What 
we become is our gift to God.” 

“We must share ourselves.” 

“When we ask the Master to help with 
our problems we must be willing to co- 
operate.” 

“The Church must help with the an- 
swer to the problem of race relations,” 

“Our opportunity in making the world 
Christian is to help make the other two- 
thirds of the world literate.” 
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planning. 
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Printing Press - 


For Your Cuurch CuristMas SERVICE 


BEAUTIFUL PROGRAM FOLDERS 
An impressive array of religious designs. 


CANDLELIGHTING SERVICE PROGRAMS 
That have an inspiring Gospel Message, and 
Candle Sets as accessory. 


SCENIC BACKGROUNDS FOR PLATFORM 
and very many items besides, that aid in Christmas 


Our 48-Page Christmas Bulletin is full of timely 


suggestions for your Church and School. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


296 Broadway 


New York 7, N. Y. 


Graduation at Newberry 
Gift of $18,000 for Endowment Fund 

THE second graduation under the ac- 
- celerated program was held October 22. 
The liturgist for the baccalaureate service 
in the Church of the Redeemer Sunday 
morning was Chaplain (Captain) E. B. 
Keisler pastor, now on leave of absence 
for military duty. The sermon was deliv- 
ered by the Rev. Edgar C. Cooper, Ph.D., 
president of the Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary in Columbia. 

At 4.00 P. M. in the college gymnasium 
the address to the class was delivered by 
Lieutenant-Commander W. S. Thomson of 
the Bureau of Naval Personnel in Wash- 
‘ington. President James C. Kinard, Litt.D., 
conferred degrees upon five men and 
thirty-one women, all of whom had al- 
ready found positions. 

The college has received from the ex- 
ecutors of the state of Dr. Sam P. Wise of 
Americus, Ga., a bequest of $18,000 for the 
endowment funds. The gift is a memorial 
to Dr. Wise’s mother and is set up as “The 
Laura Rachel Wise Memorial Loan Fund,” 
the interest to be used to aid students. 


November 22, 1944 


The new semester began November 6 
with a capacity enrollment of 460 students. 
In addition to the V-12 Navy Unit con- 
tingent there is a large group of civilian 
students enrolled. Newberry has been as- 
signed a large quota of trainees for ad- 
vanced work in the program. 

The college is now operating on a twelve- 
month basis, three semesters of four 
months each. After the war the college 
plans to resume the September-June ses- 
sion with an extra term for those who 
may desire to graduate within less than 
three calendar years. Plans have been com- 
pleted’ to accommodate all veterans who 
may want to continue their education un- 
der the provisions of the G. I. Bill. 

J. C. Krnarp. 


Personal 


The Rev. Frank F. Adler resigned as 
pastor of the Ocean City-Somers Point 
Parish in New Jersey to accept a call to 
become pastor of St. John’s Church, Co- 
lumbia, Pa., and began his new work 
October 1, 


The Rev. Walden M. Holl, pastor of 
Emmanuel Church, New Philadelphia, 
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Ohio, for the past five years, tendered his 
resignation as pastor of this church to ac- 
cept a unanimous call to the pastorate of 
the First Lutheran Church of Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Holl is the son of Dr. A. J. Holl, 
pastor of the First Lutheran Church of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. He will begin his work 
at Johnstown November 15. This congre- 
gation of over 2,000 members, was last 
served by George W. Nicely, D.D., who is 
now pastor of Grace Church, Dover, Ohio. 


The Rev. Jonathan A. Klick was installed 
November 5 as pastor of Jerusalem con- 
gregation, Western Salisbury, Pa., of the 
Allentown Conference. 


Pipe Organ Dedicated 


Manchester, Pa. Christ Church, the Rev. 
John E. Rine pastor, dedicated a pipe or- 
gan Sunday morning, October 29, at a cost 
of $2,700. More than $1,000 was contributed 
by the organizations within the church, 
and the remainder by personal contribu- 
tions. When the service began about $140 
was lacking to pay the bill, but this amount 
was secured by the close of the dedication 
service. 

Last summer new chancel furniture was 
dedicated, the gift of members. 


F. Pfeifer, Sr- 


During the five and one-half years of 
the present pastorate the congregation 
made extensive improvements to the 
church and redecorated the interior at a 
cost of $7,000. Today there is no indebted- 
ness on the property and a fine increase is 
reported in the communing membership 
and a splendid development of internal 
social and spiritual life in the congrega- 
tion. 


OBITUARY 
Mrs. W. F. Hill 


Flora Kepple Hill, widow of the late W. F. 
Hill, mother of the Rev. W. Chester Hill of 
Philadelphia, and of Mabel Hill Snyder (wife 
of the Rev. Frank C. Snyder), of Leechburg, 
Pa., passed to the life triumphant at the home 
of her daughter, the First Lutheran parsonage 
at Leechburg, October 30. 

Mrs. Hill came of a large family of loyal 
Lutherans, a family that continues to add to 
the life and service of the home congregation. 
She and her husband were liberal supporters 
of Thiel College and the Philadelphia Seminary 
A few years ago Mrs. Hill organized the “Ht 
and Dale Thiel Club” of the Kiski Valley. 

The funeral service was held November 1 in 
charge of her former pastor, the eee 

eifer 


Mrs. S. M. Lesher 


Addie Young Lesher was born June 12, 1869, 
in Burt County, Nebr., the daughter of Andrew 
H. and Edvina Brand ‘Young. Her early educa- 
tion was obtained in the rural schools near her 
home. Later she enrolled as a student in Mid- 
land College, then located in Atchison, Kansas. 
For several years she served as assistant dean 
of women in the college. 

October 31, 1895, she was joined in holy wed- 


Casteful Altar Appointments in Wood 


High quality workmanship, « 
carefully selected wood and a 
design related definitely to 
the material are combined to 
make these wood altar ap- 
pointments worthy of perma- 
nent use. The pieces are avail- 
able individually or as a set. 
Walnut or oak wood is used. 
The oak is finished in a me- 
dium light tone which can be 
varied at slight additional cost 
to match samples of desired 
finish. Two cross designs are 
available as also are wood 
altar desks, communion trays, 
sacristy altar sets ond offering 
plates. 


Write for our 


Special Circular Chicago || 
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1228 Spruce Street, 


Che United ECutheran Publication House 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 


The Lutheran 


For your visit to Philadelphia 
MARK SUNDAY NIGHT, 7: 30 


on your calendars, Join with the hundreds who worship and fellowship in 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


THE FRIENDLY TABERNACLE 


Broad Street and Roosevelt Boulevard 
DR. ROSS STOVER, CHOIRS, SOLOISTS, HYMN SINGING 
A Large Part of the Audience is Youth 
Also: 11 A. M. Dr. Ross Stover (WDAS) 
Messiah Lutheran, “The Friendly Church,” 16th and Jefferson Sts. 


lock to the Rev. Samuel Martin Lesher. As 
pastor and wife the couple served congrega- 
tions at Valley Falls, Kan.; Dakota City, Nebr.; 
Sedalia, Mo.; Mendon, Il.; and Burlington, Ta. 

Mrs. Lesher was always active in civic and 
church affairs wherever she lived, spending 
herself wholly, never counting the cost, in the 
service of her Lord. Notable for the further 
service she rendered was her life-long member- 
ship in the Women’s Missionary Society, hav- 
ing been a member of it practically from the 
time of its organization. 

Upon retirement from the active ministry, 
concluding with twenty-one years of service at 
Trinity Church, Burlington, Iowa, Dr. and Mrs. 
Lesher went to Rockford, Ill, where they made 
their home with their daughter and son-in-law, 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry F. Carlson. 

Death came unexpectedly to Mrs. Lesher Oc- 
tober 26. She was preceded in death by her 
husband in 1936. One daughter, Mrs. Florence 
Hovdesven, also preceded her in death. Surviv- 
ing her are her daughter, Mrs. H. F, Carlson 
of Rockford, Ill.; two sons, Leland H. Lesher, 
D.D., pastor of Grace Church, Lincoln, Nebr.; 
and the Rev. Maurice E. Lesher, pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church, Clinton, Iowa; two _ brothers, 
Dwight Young of Denver, Colo., and oe 
Young of Nampa, Idaho; two sisters, Mrs. E. P. 
Wilson of Chadron, Nebr., and Mrs. Ralph W. 
Livers of Council Bluffs, Iowa; and ten loving 
grandchildren. 

The funeral was held at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Burlington, Iowa. The service was read 
by the Rev. Jerome Miller, pastor loci; the 
scripture and prayer by the Rev. Ralph M. 
Krueger, secretary of the Iowa Synod; and the 
sermon was preached by E. A. Piper, D.D., 
president of the Iowa Synod. Burial was at 
Burlington, Iowa. R. M. K. 


RESOLUTIONS 
Cc. William Meyer 


(Died July 12, 1944) 

Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to take 
out of time into eternity our friend and co- 
laborer, C. William Meyer, and 

Whereas his leadership in our Church and 
congregation has instilled in us a zeal to serve 
our Lord through His Church on earth. 

Therefore be it resolved that we render 
thanks and praise to our Father in heaven for 
the almost five years of Christian service he 
has rendered as president and member of Zion 
Evangelical Lutheran Church council of Ridge- 
field, N. J, and for the many thoughtful acts 
of Christian love that he has rendered to his 
fellowmen. 

Be it further resolved, that these resolutions 
be entered upon the minutes of the church 
council, read at our church service, given to 
the family, and published in Tar LurxHeran. 

Cxrurcs Counc AnD Pastor, 
Zion Ev. LurHeran Cxrurcn, Rincerretp, N. J. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MANPOWER— 


Pastors: Strong, clean, Christian boys with stuff 
must be led, i ahire they are 18, to think of 
God's Call to Service. Our attractive 2-color 
folder, “The World's Greatest Post-war Need,” 
stirs the imagination of youth. A dozen copies 
or so sent freely on request. 


Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., President 
Maywood, Ml, 


TE SCHOOL—S.T.M, and S 
Residence and Extension, 


NEW WRITERS NEEDED 


FREE DETAILS 
New writers needed to re-write ideas in 
perenne ce so and Boneh Tn lendid 
SppgruEi “break into” scinating 
riting fleld. May bring you up sy $5.00 per 


erience unnecessary 
Write today for details. NO OBLIGATION, 
Postcard will do. 


COMFORT WRITER'S SERVICE 
210-A5 South Seventh (2), St. Louis, Mo. 


Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 


J. M. HALL, INC. 


Office and Salesroom 
14 W. 40th St., New York Tel. CHickering 4-3806 


GRADUA S.T.D, work, 


Baur spare time. 


LLOYD A. POTTEIGER 
PAINTER and INTERIOR FINISHER 
222 S. Carol Boulevard 
Highland Park Upper Darby, Pa. 
Sunset 3224 
Estimates and color schemes 
submitted on request. 
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Fugitive — 
Despised — 


didn’t they quit? 


Hyram OF BIV, his widowed mother at his 

side, crept fearfully out of the city. Behind 
him in the fiery embrace of an idol lay the ashes of his father, greatest temple builder 
in all Tyre, sacrificed to Moloch because he dared seek the truth. . .. "L have his 
name," Hyram vowed to his mother, "Il won't forget. | will try to be like him.” ... 
He became a great architect and his sons down through the ages built Israel's magnifi- 
cent temples, but their search for the same great truth brought only despair. Why did 
they persist when their seeking widowed their wives and kept them fugitive? Why didn't 
they quit? You will find the answer to their quest as they too found it in: 


The TALE of the WIDOWS’ SONS 


By ROBERT HARRIS GEARHART JR. 
An Excellent Gift PRICE $1.00 


Pastor Gearhart also has written, THE KEEPER OF THE KING'S 
INN, a Christmas interlude, price 75 cents, and THE ROMANCE 
OF THE CREED BUILDERS, a chart into the kingdom of “I 
Believe ... " price, 75 cents 
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